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other great religious sanctuary in Greece, by 
Lydian kings. Reference will also be made to the 
cult of Pelops at Olympia and to beliefs about 
Pelops’ father Tantalos and his sister Niobe (who 
was closely attached to Lydia).

Key words: Pindar, Pelops, classical mythology, 
classical mythological sources, Lydian period, 
Classical period.

The “Lydian kingdom” before Croesus: An 
anthropological perspective
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This communication intends to provide a new 
interpretation of the few written sources 
available on the history o f Lydia in the early 
Lydian times, through an anthropological 
perspective and with a comparative approach. 
Analysis of the warrior practices, relations and 
exchanges betvveen aristocracies in Lydia before 
Croesus, between Lydians as well as betvveen 
Greeks and Lydians, has never been undertaken. 
Hovvever, this new approach (applied to the 
Thracians in my Ph.D. thesis) may deeply renevv 
our understanding of what we cali the “kingdom 
of Lydia” and shed a new light on the social and 
economical context of the invention o f coinage.

Key words: Early Lydian period, interregional 
relationships, classical vvritten sources.
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After a visit o f Caracalla to Thyateira in A.D. 
214-215, this metropolis became a Capital of a 
new convensus previous Capital o f which was 
Sardis. In this current study Caracalla’s visit to 
Thyateira will be em phasized in the light of 
epigraphical and num ism atic data and reasons 
for T hyateira’s new status as a convensus çenter 
will be questioned. Epigraphic and numismatic 
evidences from  other cities belonging to this new 
convensus will also be evaluated together with 
those obtained from  Thyateira.

Key words: Thyateria, Sardis, Caracalla,
convensus, epigraphy, num ism atic, second-third 
century A.D.

Translated by E. Laflı.
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As M enderes river and M ountain M egosis are 
accepted to be the natural border in ancient texts, 
Tralles is seen som etim es in C aria, and sometime 
in Lydia. Strabo telis that, at the end o f the 
antique way from  M agnesia to Tralles Mount 
M egosis stands, on the right M aeander River 
Plain lies, and the city vvith its preserved 
surrounding is founded on a trapeze.
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