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Abstract: One of the most remarkable innovations of the Vietnam War was the creation and expansion of an
extensive underground tunnel system, most famously represented by the Cu Chi Tunnels. Initially developed
during the anti-colonial struggle against France, these tunnels were later expanded into a vast, multi-layered
network stretching hundreds of kilometers. Carefully engineered with remarkable ingenuity, the system
included hidden trapdoors, narrow passageways, command centers, storage facilities, kitchens, field hospitals,
arms depots, and even makeshift classrooms. Built largely by hand under constant threat of bombardment, the
tunnels reflected extraordinary determination and organizational capacity. Militarily, the tunnels served several
crucial purposes. They provided protection from intensive aerial bombing campaigns and large-scale ground
operations conducted by U.S. and South Vietnamese forces. Guerrilla fighters could move undetected between
villages, coordinate attacks, and withdraw rapidly after ambushes. Ventilation shafts were cleverly
camouflaged, while booby traps and false passages were designed to deter and exhaust enemy troops attempting
to penetrate the network. In this way, the tunnels functioned not merely as shelters but as dynamic operational
bases that sustained long-term resistance. Equally important was the social dimension of this underground
system. The guerrilla campaign relied heavily on the support of local populations who supplied food, gathered
intelligence, and maintained secrecy. This integration of civilian and military spheres enhanced resilience and
reinforced ideological commitment to national liberation. Over time, such unconventional tactics eroded U.S.
military morale and demonstrated the limitations of overwhelming technological superiority when confronted
with decentralized, adaptive resistance. Ultimately, the Vietham War emerged as both a protracted military
conflict and a transformative symbol of anti-imperialist struggle. The strategic use of subterranean warfare
reshaped global understandings of asymmetrical conflict, influencing revolutionary movements and military
doctrines worldwide for decades to come.
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Oz: Vietnam Savasi’nin en dikkat ¢ekici yeniliklerinden biri, en bilinen 6rnegini Cu Chi Tunnels’nin
olusturdugu kapsamli yeralt: tiinel sisteminin insa edilmesi ve zamanla genisletilmesidir. ilk olarak Fransa’ya
kars1 yiriitilen somiirge karsiti miicadele siirecinde gelistirilen bu tiineller, ilerleyen donemde yiizlerce
kilometreye yayilan ¢ok katmanli ve karmasik bir ag héline doniismiistiir. Yiiksek diizeyde miihendislik
becerisi ve orgiitsel planlama ile tasarlanan sistem; gizli giris kapaklari, dar gegitler, komuta merkezleri, depo
alanlar1, mutfaklar, sahra hastaneleri, silah depolar1 ve hatta gecici egitim mekanlarini igermekteydi. Stirekli
bombardiman tehdidi altinda biiyiik dlciide el emegine dayali olarak insa edilen bu yapilar, direnisin
kararliligin1 ve kurumsal kapasitesini somut bicimde yansitmaktadir.

Askeri acidan degerlendirildiginde, tiinel sistemi ¢ok boyutlu islevlere sahiptir. Yogun hava
bombardimanlarina ve ABD ile Giiney Vietnam kuvvetlerinin kapsamli kara harekatlarina karsi etkin bir
koruma saglamistir. Gerilla unsurlari, kdyler arasinda fark edilmeden intikal edebilmis, saldirilar1 esgiidiim
icinde planlayabilmis ve pusu eylemlerinin ardindan siiratle geri gekilebilmistir. Havalandirma bacalarinin
ustalikla kamufle edilmesi, bubi tuzaklar1 ve sahte gegitlerin tasarlanmasi ise tiinel agina sizmaya ¢alisan
diisman birliklerini yipratma ve caydirma amacina hizmet etmistir. Bu baglamda tiineller, yalnizca pasif
savunma unsurlart degil, ayn1 zamanda uzun siireli direnisi miimkiin kilan dinamik harekat iisleri olarak islev
gormustiir.

Yeralt1 sisteminin toplumsal boyutu da en az askeri yonii kadar belirleyicidir. Gerilla miicadelesi, yerel halkin
sagladig1 lojistik destek, istihbarat temini ve gizlilik mekanizmalar1 sayesinde siirdiiriilebilirlik kazanmistir.
Sivil ve askeri alanlarin bu sekilde biitiinlesmesi, direnisin dayanikliligini artirmis ve ulusal kurtulusg
ideolojisine yonelik bagliligi gii¢lendirmistir. Zaman igerisinde s6z konusu asimetrik yontemler, ABD
ordusunun moralini asindirmis ve istlin teknolojik kapasitenin, yerel topluma dayali, esnek ve daginik bir
direnis karsisindaki siirliliklarini ortaya koymustur.

Sonug olarak Vietnam Savasi, yalnizca uzun siireli bir askeri ¢atisma degil, ayn1 zamanda anti-emperyalist
miicadelenin doniistiiriicii bir sembolii haline gelmistir. Yeraltt savas stratejisinin sistematik bicimde
kullanilmasi, asimetrik ¢atigma literatiiriinde kalic1 etkiler yaratmis; devrimci hareketleri ve askeri doktrinleri
kiiresel olgekte etkilemistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Gerilla Stratejisi Marksist Feminizm Vietnam Giivenlik Yaklasimi Gerilla Istihbarati
Uluslararas1 Giivenlik
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Structured Abstract:

This study provides a comprehensive analysis of Vietnam’s anti-colonial and anti-imperialist struggle
by situating guerrilla warfare, intelligence practices, and popular mobilisation within a broader theoretical and
historical framework. It begins with the French occupation in the early twentieth century, which marked
Vietnam’s first direct and systematic encounter with industrial capitalism. Although earlier Chinese and
Japanese interventions had shaped Vietnamese political culture, French colonial rule proved more structurally
transformative and extractive. The public display of torture instruments in the War Remnants Museum
symbolises the enduring collective memory of colonial repression and reinforces the depth of anti-colonial
consciousness embedded in Vietnamese society.

With the onset of the Cold War, communism expanded rapidly across East Asia. W. Macmahon Ball
attributed this expansion partly to the effective provision of social welfare and health services to marginalised
populations. Similarly, in his 1956 report “The Communist Threat in East Asia", General C. P. Cabell
emphasised Vietnam’s strategic significance due to its above- and below-ground resources, particularly rubber,
which was critical for U.S. military-industrial production. Notably, Cabell underscored “colonialism” as a
central explanatory variable, arguing that deeply rooted anti-colonial sentiment significantly enhanced the
ideological appeal of communism in Vietnam. Thus, anti-colonial nationalism and Marxist-Leninist doctrine
converged to create a potent revolutionary dynamic.

Ho Chi Minh’s conception of security was shaped by two principal factors: Vietnam’s historical
experience of occupation and his internalisation of Marxist-Leninist ideology during his time abroad. Rather
than relying solely on military force, he prioritised ideological mobilisation and political education, viewing
consciousness-raising as the foundation of national defence. His synthesis of Confucian notions of civic duty
with communist internationalism produced a "people-centred security doctrine", in which the armed forces
were conceived as an extension of the populace. The construction of a “nation-army” reflected both cultural
tradition and revolutionary pragmatism.

The study further examines guerrilla warfare as a form of asymmetric conflict. Conceptually, guerrilla
warfare is defined as irregular, small-unit operations conducted against a conventionally superior adversary,
relying on mobility, surprise, and popular support. Influenced by Maoist doctrine and Soviet military thought—
particularly the Red Army’s evolving theory of “Small War’—Vietnamese strategy integrated military,
political, and socio-economic dimensions. Ho Chi Minh recognised the limitations of confronting
technologically superior U.S. forces through conventional engagement. Consequently, he advocated ambushes,
sabotage, hit-and-run tactics, and the strategic use of terrain to offset material disadvantages.

The Cu Chi Tunnels exemplify the operationalisation of this doctrine. These underground networks
functioned as logistical hubs, intelligence centres, medical facilities, and combat bases. Their architectural
sophistication—including ventilation systems, camouflaged entrances, and booby traps—demonstrates a high
level of adaptive engineering under conditions of sustained bombardment. The tunnels were not merely
defensive structures but instruments of strategic initiative, enabling the Viet Cong to dictate tempo and location
of engagement.

A central component of Vietnamese success was the integration of the rural peasantry into the
revolutionary apparatus. The “hearts and minds” strategy combined ideological persuasion with material
promises such as land reform and social equity. Civilians contributed food, intelligence, concealment, and
labour, blurring the distinction between combatant and non-combatant. The “Encircle-Point-Hit-
Reinforcement” tactic—also known as the “fishing tactic”—illustrates this systematic approach: luring enemy
reinforcements into pre-selected battle zones, coordinating simultaneous ambushes, and preserving combat
effectiveness through tactical withdrawal when necessary.

Field observations conducted in 2023 in Ho Chi Minh City and Dong Thap provide empirical
grounding for these analyses. Reports of improvised weapons—such as venom-coated bamboo spikes, the
strategic release of wild bee hives, and unconventional explosive tactics—highlight the extent to which
environmental adaptation and ingenuity compensated for technological inferiority.

In sum, the Vietnamese resistance demonstrates how anti-colonial nationalism, Marxist-Leninist
ideology, gender-conscious revolutionary theory, and asymmetric military strategy converged into a cohesive
liberation movement. The Vietnam War thus transcended its immediate military dimension, emerging as a
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paradigmatic case of grassroots resistance that reshaped global debates on revolution, security, and modern
warfare.

Keywords: Guerrilla Strategy, Vietnam Security Approach, Guerrilla Intelligence, International
Security.
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Résumé Structuré:

Cette étude propose une analyse approfondie de la lutte anticoloniale et anti-impérialiste du Vietnam
en replacant la guérilla, les pratiques de renseignement et la mobilisation populaire dans un cadre théorique et
historique plus large. Elle commence par 1’occupation frangaise au début du XXe siécle, qui a marqué la
premicre confrontation directe et systématique du Vietnam avec le capitalisme industriel. Bien que les
interventions antérieures de la Chine et du Japon aient fagonné la culture politique vietnamienne, la domination
coloniale frangaise s’est avérée plus transformatrice sur le plan structurel et plus extractive. L’exposition
publique d’instruments de torture au Musée des vestiges de la guerre symbolise la mémoire collective tenace
de la répression coloniale et renforce la profondeur de la conscience anticoloniale ancrée dans la société
vietnamienne.

Avec le début de la Guerre froide, le communisme s’est rapidement étendu a travers 1’Asie de 1’Est.
W. Macmahon Ball a attribué cette expansion en partie a la mise en place efficace de services sociaux et de
santé destinés aux populations marginalisées. De méme, dans son rapport de 1956 intitulé « La menace
communiste en Asie de I’Est », le général C. P. Cabell soulignait I’importance stratégique du Vietnam en raison
de ses ressources miniéres et de surface, en particulier le caoutchouc, qui était essentiel a la production militaro-
industrielle américaine. Cabell a notamment mis en avant le « colonialisme » comme variable explicative
centrale, affirmant que le sentiment anticolonial profondément enraciné avait considérablement renforcé
I’attrait idéologique du communisme au Vietnam. Ainsi, le nationalisme anticolonial et la doctrine marxiste-
Iéniniste se sont conjugués pour créer une puissante dynamique révolutionnaire.

La conception de la sécurité de H6 Chi Minh a été fagonnée par deux facteurs principaux : I’expérience
historique de I’occupation du Vietnam et son assimilation de 1I’idéologie marxiste-1éniniste pendant son séjour
a I’étranger. Plut6t que de s’appuyer uniquement sur la force militaire, il a donné la priorité a la mobilisation
idéologique et a 1’éducation politique, considérant la prise de conscience comme le fondement de la défense
nationale. Sa synthése des notions confucéennes de devoir civique et de I’internationalisme communiste a
donné naissance a une « doctrine de sécurité centrée sur le peuple », dans laquelle les forces armées étaient
congues comme un prolongement de la population. La construction d’une « armée nationale » reflétait a la fois
la tradition culturelle et le pragmatisme révolutionnaire.

Cette étude examine en outre la guérilla en tant que forme de conflit asymétrique. Sur le plan
conceptuel, la guérilla se définit comme des opérations irréguliéres menées par de petites unités contre un
adversaire conventionnellement supérieur, en s’appuyant sur la mobilité, I’effet de surprise et le soutien
populaire. Influencée par la doctrine maoiste et la pensée militaire soviétique — en particulier la théorie en
constante évolution de la «petite guerre» développée par I’ Armée rouge—, la stratégie vietnamienne intégrait
des dimensions militaires, politiques et socio-économiques. Ho Chi Minh reconnaissait les limites d’une
confrontation par des moyens conventionnels face aux forces américaines, technologiquement supérieures. En
conséquence, il pronait les embuscades, le sabotage, les tactiques de frappe éclair et I’utilisation stratégique du
terrain pour compenser les désavantages matériels.

Les tunnels de Cu Chi illustrent parfaitement la mise en ceuvre de cette doctrine. Ces réseaux
souterrains servaient de centres logistiques, de centres de renseignement, d’installations médicales et de bases
de combat. Leur sophistication architecturale — notamment les systémes de ventilation, les entrées camouflées
et les pieges — témoigne d’un haut niveau d’ingénierie adaptative dans des conditions de bombardements
incessants. Les tunnels n’étaient pas de simples structures défensives, mais des instruments d’initiative
stratégique, permettant aux Viet Cong de dicter le rythme et le lieu des affrontements.

L’un des éléments centraux du succes vietnamien fut I’intégration de la paysannerie rurale dans
I’appareil révolutionnaire. La stratégie visant a « gagner les cceurs et les esprits » combinait la persuasion
idéologique a des promesses matérielles telles que la réforme agraire et 1’équité sociale. Les civils apportaient
de la nourriture, des renseignements, des cachettes et de la main-d’ceuvre, estompant ainsi la distinction entre
combattants et non-combattants. La tactique « encercler-cibler-frapper-renforcer » — également connue sous
le nom de « tactique de la péche » — illustre cette approche systématique : attirer les renforts ennemis dans
des zones de combat présélectionnées, coordonner des embuscades simultanées et préserver I’efficacité au
combat grace a un retrait tactique lorsque cela s’avere nécessaire.
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Des observations sur le terrain menées en 2023 a H6 Chi Minh-Ville et a Dong Thap fournissent une
base empirique a ces analyses. Les rapports faisant état d’armes improvisées — telles que des pieux de bambou
enduits de venin, le lacher stratégique de ruches d’abeilles sauvages et des tactiques explosives non
conventionnelles — soulignent a quel point 1’adaptation a I’environnement et 1’ingéniosité ont compensé
I’infériorité technologique.

En résumé, la résistance vietnamienne démontre comment le nationalisme anticolonial, 1’idéologie
marxiste-1éniniste, une théorie révolutionnaire sensible aux questions de genre et une stratégic militaire
asymétrique ont convergé pour former un mouvement de libération cohérent. La guerre du Vietnam a ainsi
transcendé sa dimension militaire immédiate, s’imposant comme un cas paradigmatique de résistance populaire
qui a redéfini les débats mondiaux sur la révolution, la sécurité et la guerre moderne.

Mots-clés: stratégie de guérilla, approche de sécurité au Vietnam, renseignement de guérilla, sécurité
internationale.

Resumen Estructurado:

Este estudio ofrece un analisis exhaustivo de la lucha anticolonial y antiimperialista de Vietnam,
situando la guerra de guerrillas, las practicas de inteligencia y la movilizaciéon popular dentro de un marco
teorico e historico mas amplio. Comienza con la ocupacion francesa a principios del siglo XX, que supuso el
primer contacto directo y sistematico de Vietnam con el capitalismo industrial. Aunque las intervenciones
anteriores de China y Japon habian moldeado la cultura politica vietnamita, el dominio colonial francés resulto
ser mas transformador desde el punto de vista estructural y mas extractivo. La exposicion publica de
instrumentos de tortura en el Museo de los Restos de la Guerra simboliza la memoria colectiva perdurable de
la represion colonial y refuerza la profundidad de la conciencia anticolonial arraigada en la sociedad vietnamita.

Con el inicio de la Guerra Fria, el comunismo se expandié rapidamente por Asia Oriental. W.
Macmahon Ball atribuy6 esta expansion, en parte, a la prestacion eficaz de servicios de bienestar social y
sanitarios a las poblaciones marginadas. De manera similar, en su informe de 1956 titulado «La amenaza
comunista en Asia Orientaly», el general C. P. Cabell destaco la importancia estratégica de Vietnam debido a
sus recursos tanto superficiales como subterraneos, en particular el caucho, que resultaba fundamental para la
produccion militar-industrial de Estados Unidos. Cabe destacar que Cabell subrayé el «colonialismo» como
variable explicativa central, argumentando que el sentimiento anticolonial profundamente arraigado potenciaba
significativamente el atractivo ideoldgico del comunismo en Vietnam. Asi, el nacionalismo anticolonial y la
doctrina marxista-leninista convergieron para crear una potente dinamica revolucionaria.

La concepcion de la seguridad de Ho Chi Minh se vio moldeada por dos factores principales: la
experiencia historica de ocupacion de Vietnam y su interiorizacion de la ideologia marxista-leninista durante
su estancia en el extranjero. En lugar de basarse tinicamente en la fuerza militar, dio prioridad a la movilizacion
ideoldgica y a la educacion politica, considerando la concienciacion como la base de la defensa nacional. Su
sintesis de las nociones confucianas del deber civico con el internacionalismo comunista dio lugar a una
«doctrina de seguridad centrada en el puebloy, en la que las fuerzas armadas se concebian como una extension
de la poblacion. La construccion de un «ejército nacional» reflejaba tanto la tradicion cultural como el
pragmatismo revolucionario.

El estudio examina ademas la guerra de guerrillas como una forma de conflicto asimétrico.
Conceptualmente, la guerra de guerrillas se define como operaciones irregulares de pequefias unidades llevadas
a cabo contra un adversario convencionalmente superior, que se basan en la movilidad, la sorpresa y el apoyo
popular. Influenciada por la doctrina maoista y el pensamiento militar soviético —en particular, la teoria en
evolucion del Ejército Rojo sobre la «guerra pequefian—, la estrategia vietnamita integré dimensiones
militares, politicas y socioeconémicas. Ho Chi Minh reconoci6 las limitaciones de enfrentarse a las fuerzas
estadounidenses, tecnoldgicamente superiores, mediante un enfrentamiento convencional. En consecuencia,
abogo por las emboscadas, el sabotaje, las tacticas de «golpear y huir» y el uso estratégico del terreno para
compensar las desventajas materiales.

Los taneles de Cu Chi ejemplifican la puesta en practica de esta doctrina. Estas redes subterraneas
funcionaban como centros logisticos, centros de inteligencia, instalaciones médicas y bases de combate. Su
sofisticacion arquitectonica —que incluia sistemas de ventilacion, entradas camufladas y trampas explosivas—
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demuestra un alto nivel de ingenieria adaptativa en condiciones de bombardeo sostenido. Los tineles no eran
meras estructuras defensivas, sino instrumentos de iniciativa estratégica, que permitian al Viet Cong dictar el
ritmo y el lugar de los enfrentamientos.

Un componente central del éxito vietnamita fue la integracion del campesinado rural en el aparato
revolucionario. La estrategia de «ganarse los corazones y las mentes» combinaba la persuasion ideologica con
promesas materiales, como la reforma agraria y la equidad social. Los civiles aportaban alimentos,
informacion, refugio y mano de obra, difuminando la distincion entre combatientes y no combatientes. La
tactica de «acercar, sefialar, atacar y reforzarny —también conocida como la «tactica de la pesca»— ilustra este
enfoque sistematico: atraer a los refuerzos enemigos a zonas de combate preseleccionadas, coordinar
emboscadas simultaneas y preservar la eficacia en el combate mediante una retirada tactica cuando fuera
necesario.

Las observaciones de campo realizadas en 2023 en Ciudad Ho Chi Minh y Dong Thap proporcionan
una base empirica para estos analisis. Los informes sobre armas improvisadas —como estacas de bambu
recubiertas de veneno, la liberacion estratégica de colmenas de abejas silvestres y tacticas explosivas no
convencionales— ponen de relieve hasta qué punto la adaptacion al entorno y el ingenio compensaron la
inferioridad tecnoldgica.

En resumen, la resistencia vietnamita demuestra como el nacionalismo anticolonial, la ideologia
marxista-leninista, la teoria revolucionaria con perspectiva de género y la estrategia militar asimétrica
convergieron en un movimiento de liberacion cohesionado. La Guerra de Vietnam trascendi6 asi su dimension
militar inmediata, emergiendo como un caso paradigmatico de resistencia popular que redefinié los debates
globales sobre la revolucion, la seguridad y la guerra moderna.

Palabras clave: Estrategia de guerrilla, Enfoque de seguridad de Vietnam, Inteligencia de guerrilla,
Seguridad internacional.
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CrpykrypupoBanHoe Pe3ome:

B 1aHHOM HCCICIOBaHMM TPEJACTABICH BCECTOPOHHHM  aHATU3 aHTUKOJOHHUAIBHOW U
AHTUMMIIEPUATUCTHYECKOH 00phObI BheTHaMa, B paMKax KOTOPOTO MapTU3aHCKasl BOWHA, pa3BebIBaTeIIbHAS
JIESITEIbHOCTh U MOOMIIM3AITUS HApOIa PACCMATPHUBAIOTCS B 00JI€€ IUPOKOM TEOPETHUSCKOM M HCTOPUUCCKOM
KOHTeKcTe. MccnienoBanuie HaunHaeTes ¢ GpaHIly3CKOM OKKyIalin B Hadane XX Beka, KOTopasi 03HaMeHOBaJa
MepBOe MPSIMOE M CHCTEMATHYECKOE CTOJKHOBEHHE BbeTHaMa ¢ MHAYCTPUANBHBIM KAMUTAIU3MOM. XOTS
Gosiee panHue BMemiatenbcTBa Kuras u SIMOHUM OKas3ainu BiMsHHE Ha (HOPMHUPOBAHHE BhETHAMCKOM
MOJIUTHYECKOH KyIbTypbI, PPaHIly3cKOe KOJOHHAIBHOE MPABICHUE 0KAa3aI0Ch Oosiee TPAaHCPOPMHUPYIOIIHM C
TOYKH 3PEHHSI CTPYKTYPHBIX U3MEHEHUH U GoJiee IKCILTyaTaTopckuM. [1yOnuaHas SKCIIO3UIIUS OPY /Uil TBITOK
B My3ee OCTaTKOB BOWHBI CHMBOJH3UPYET HENPEXOMASIIYI0 KOJUICKTHBHYIO MaMsTh O KOJOHHAIbHBIX
penpeccymx n preHHHeT FJ'Iy6I/IHy AHTUKOJIOHUAJIBHOTO CO3HaHMU, yKOpeHI/IBIHeFOCH BO BBCTHAMCKOM
00I1eCTBE.

C HayvanoM «XOJOJHOW BOMHBDY KOMMYHH3M CTPEMHUTEIHHO pacipocTpaHmics no Bocrounoi Azuu.
Y. MakmaxoH bomt oOBACHAN 3Ty SKCHAaHCHIO OT4YacTH 3()(EKTHBHBIM 00ECHEYEHHUEM COLUAIBHOTO
6J1aroCOCTOSTHUSL U MEJULIMHCKOTO 00CITy)KMBaHHUS MaprHHAIM3UPOBAHHBIX CIIOEB HACENEHUs. AHAIOTMYHBIM
oOpa3oM, B cBoéM gokiange 1956 roma «KommyHnuctuueckas yrpo3a B Bocrounoit Asum» renepan K. II.
Ks6enn noguepkHyn ctpaternyeckoe 3HaueHne BeeTHama, 00ycClIOBIEHHOE €ro HaJI3EMHBIMH M MOJ3€MHBIMH
pecypcaMu, B YaCTHOCTH KaydyKOM, KOTOPBI MMeN pellaroniee 3HadeHHe Ui BOEHHO-IPOMBIIUIEHHOTO
npomsBoactea CHIA. TlpumeuatensHo, uto Ko0emnm BBIAEIHI «KOJOHHANIM3M» B KadeCTBE ICHTPAIBHON
OOBSCHSIONIEH MEePEMEHHOH, yTBepXkIas, YTO TNIyOOKO YKOPEHMBIIMECS aHTHUKOJIOHHWAJIBHBIC HACTPOCHHS
3HAYUTENHHO YCWIIMIIN MJIEO0JIOTHYECKYIO TPHUBIEKATEIbHOCTh KOMMYyHI3Ma Bo BretHame. Takum obpazom,
AQHTHUKOJIOHUAJIbHBII HAI[MOHAIN3M U MapKCUCTCKO-TIEHUHCKAs JTOKTPUHA CIMINCh BOEIUHO, CO3JaB MOILHYIO
PEBOTIONMOHHYIO THHAMHUKY.

Konmemnmus 6e3onmacHoctn Xo Illm Muna cdopmupoBanack MoJ BIMSHHEM JABYX OCHOBHBIX
(haKTOPOB: MICTOPHUIECKOTO OIBITAa OKKyHany BeeTHaMa M yCBOCHHS MM MapKCUCTCKO-JIEHUHCKOH HAE0JIOTHI
BO BpeMs MpeOBIBaHMS 3a pyOeskoM. BmecTo Toro 4To0s! MmojaraTbCst HCKIIFOUUTENFHO HA BOCHHYIO CHILY, OH
OTJaBaJl IIPHOPUTET HCOJIOTHMYECKOH MOOMIM3AIMM M MOJUTHYECKOMY IPOCBEIIEHUIO, pacCMaTpHBas
MOBBIIIIEHHE YPOBHSI CO3HAHMS KaK OCHOBY HAIMOHAIBLHOH 000poHBL. Ero cuHTe3 KOH(pYLIMaHCKHX
HpPEeJCTAaBICHUN O IpakJaHCKOM JOJre ¢ KOMMYHHUCTHYECKUM WHTEPHALMOHAIN3MOM HPUBEN K CO3AAHUIO
«JIOKTpUHBI 0€3011aCHOCTH, OPUEHTHPOBAHHON Ha HAPOI», B KOTOPOH BOOPY>KEHHBIE CUIIBI paccMaTpUBAIIICh
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Kak mpojoinkeHue Hapoga. Cos3fnaHue «HAapOXHON apMUH» OTPakallo KaK KyJIbTypHYIO TPaJulHUIo, TaK H
PEBOJTIOIIMOHHBIH ITParMaTH3M.

Jlamee B HCCIENOBaHMM paccMaTpPHBAeTCs MAPTHU3aHCKas BOWHA Kak (opMa acCHMMETPHIHOTO
koH(prKTa. KOHIENTyansHO mapTU3aHCKasi BOMHA ONPENENACTCS KaK HEPETyJIIpHBIE ONEpaIlii HeOOIbIINX
MOApa3/eiCHUH, TMPOBOJUMBIC NMPOTHB IPOTHBHUKA, NMPEBOCXOAAIIETO HX IO TPAJUNHNOHHBIM BOCHHBIM
CpEACTBaM, M OIHPAOLINECS Ha MOOWIBHOCTB, 3(P(EeKT HEOKMAAHHOCTH M HOAACP)KKY HaceneHus. llox
BIIMSTHUEM MAaOUCTCKOM JOKTPUHBI U COBETCKOW BOGHHOM MBICIM — B YaCTHOCTH, Pa3BHBAIOIIEHCS TEOPUH
KpacHoit Apmun 0 «Manoil BoiHe» — BbETHAMCKasl CTpaTerusi oObeJANHHUIA BOCHHBIE, MOJIUTHYECKUE U
CoLMabHO-9KOHOMHMYeckHe acnekTtel. Xo IlIum MwuH oco3HaBall OrpaHMYEHHOCTh INPOTHBOCTOSHUS
TexHooruuecku npesocxoasmum cwiam CILIA ¢ moMompio TpaAUIMOHHBIX 00eBBIX NelcTBUi. Benencreue
9TOTO OH BBICTYMNAJ 3a 3acajibl, TUBEPCUH, TAKTUKY «yJdap-0er» U CTpaTernyeckoe MCHOJIb30BaHUE peibeda
MECTHOCTH JUIsl KOMIICHCAIIMU MaTePHAIbHBIX HEJJOCTATKOB.

Tyrnenun Kyun SBISIOTCS HATISIIHBIM NIPHMEPOM BOIUIOUICHHS 3TOW TOKTPHHBI B MPAKTHKY. DTH
MOJ3eMHBIE CeTH (PYHKIHOHUPOBAIN KaK JIOTHCTHYECKUE Y3IIBI, pa3BebIBATCIBHBIC IICHTPHI, MEIUIIMHCKIE
MyHKTBI W OoeBble 0a3pl. VX apXWTEKTypHas W3OLIPEHHOCTh — BKIIOYas CHCTEMBl BEHTWIIALNH,
3aMacKUpPOBaHHBIE BXO/bl U MUHBI-JIOBYILIKH — CBUAETEIBCTBYET O BBICOKOM YPOBHE a/1allTUBHON MHXXEHEPUH
B YCJIOBUSIX HETIPEPBIBHEIX OoMOapaupoBok. TyHHeH OBUTH HE IPOCTO 00OPOHUTEIHHBIME COOPYKEHISIMH, a
WHCTPYMEHTaMH CTPATETHICCKON HHUIIMATHBBI, II0O3BOJIIBIINMU BReTKOHTY TUKTOBAThH TEMII M MECTO OOEBBIX
NIEUCTBUM.

KiroueBblM  (hakTOpoM ycrexa BBETHAMIEB CTajO BOBJICUYECHHE CEJIBCKOTO KpPECThSHCTBA B
PEBOIIIOLIMOHHBIN anmapaT. CTpaTerus «3aBoeBaHuUs CepAel U yMOBY» COUYeTaNa UACOI0InIecKoe YOeXKICHHUE C
MaTepualbHbIMU OOCHIAHUSIMH, TaKUMH Kak 3eMelibHas pedopMmMa W COLMaNbHAs CHPaBEUIMBOCTb.
I'paxknaHckoe HaceJeHUE MPEeOCTaBIUIO MPOJOBOJILCTBUE, Pa3BEIbIBATEIbHYI0 HH(POPMALUIO, YKPBITHE H
pabouyro cuiy, CTHpas TpaHb MEXIy KoMOaTaHTaMH M HeKoMOaTaHTaMu. TaKTHKa «OKpYKCHHE-HaBeICHUEC-
yAap-TIOIKPEIICHHE» — TaK)Ke U3BECTHAS KaK «TaKTHKA PHIOATIKIY — HIUTFOCTPHPYET ITOT CHCTEMATHICeCKHH
MOJXOMA: 3aMaHWBAaHWE BpaXKeCKWX IOAKpEIUICHHMH B 3apaHee BHIOpaHHBIE 30HBI OOCBBIX [IEHCTBUH,
KOOpAWHAIMSA OIHOBPEMEHHBIX 3acal WM coXpaHeHHe 00eBoil 3((eKTHBHOCTH 3a CUET TAKTHYECKOTO
OTCTYIUICHHUS B CIIydae HEOOXOIUMOCTH.

[oneBrle HaOmoAeHMs, npoBeaeHHbe B 2023 romy B XomwMuHE W TpoBHHIMHK JloHTXaI,
obecrneynBaroT SMIUPUUECKYIO OCHOBY JUIS ATHX aHaNu30B. Coo0IIeHust 00 UMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHOM OPYKHHA —
TakoM Kak 0aMOyKOBBIE KOJIbsl, TIOKPBITHIE SIJIOM, CTPAaTErMUECKOEe BHICBOOOXKIECHHE YJIhEB AUKUX MUYENT U
HECTaH/IapTHBIE TAKTUKU MPUMEHEHUS B3PhIBUATHIX BEIIECTB — MOAUYEPKUBAIOT, B KAKOW CTETICHU aJanTalus
K OKpYJKalollei cpejie 1 n300peTaTebHOCTh KOMIIEHCUPOBAJIM TEXHOJIOTHUECKOe OTCTaBaHUE.

B menoM BbeTHaMCKOE COIPOTHBIICHHE JEMOHCTPUPYET, KaK aHTUKOJIOHHWAIBHBIA HAI[MOHAIIN3M,
MapKCHUCTCKO-JICHUHCKAsE HJEOJIOTHS, PEBOJIOIMOHHAs TEOpUS C YYETOM TeHICPHBIX AacleKTOB H
aCMMMETpPUYHasi BOGHHAsI CTPATETHsI CIIWIINCH B €JMHOE OCBOOONTEIBbHOE IBIKEHHE. TakuMm 00pa3om, BoiiHa
BO BpeTHame BbINUIA 32 paMKH CBOETO HEIOCPEICTBEHHOTO BOCHHOTO M3MEPEHHsI, CTaB MapaJurMaTHIeCKIM
NPUMEPOM HAPOJHOTO CONPOTHBIICHHS, KOTOPOE H3MEHWIO TJI00aNbHBIE ANCKYCCHH O PEBOJIIOLNH,
6€301acHOCTH ¥ COBPEMEHHOI1 BOHE.

KaroueBble cj10Ba: nmapTH3aHCKas CTPATErus, MOAX0 K 0€30MacHOCTH BO BbheTHame, mapTu3aHcKas
pasBejika, MeXIyHapoIHas 6e30acHOCTb.
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Yapilandirilmis Ozet:

Bu caligma, Vietnam’in somiirgecilik karsiti ve anti-emperyalist miicadelesini; gerilla savasi,
istihbarat faaliyetleri ve halkin seferber edilmesini daha genis bir kuramsal ve tarihsel gergevede ele alarak
kapsamli bi¢cimde analiz etmektedir. Caligma, yirminci ylizyillin baglarinda baslayan Fransiz iggaliyle
baglamaktadir. Bu donem, Vietnam’in sanayi kapitalizmiyle ilk dogrudan ve sistematik karsilasmasini temsil
etmistir. Daha 6nce Cin ve Japonya’nin miidahaleleri Vietnam’in siyasal kiiltiiriinii etkilemis olsa da, Fransiz
somiirge yonetimi ¢ok daha doniistiiriicii ve somiiriiye dayali yapisal sonuclar dogurmustur. Savag Kalitilart
Miizesi'nde sergilenen igkence aletleri, somiirge baskisinin toplumsal hafizadaki kalict izlerini simgelemekte
ve Vietnam toplumunda koklesmis somiirgecilik karsit1 bilincin derinligini gozler 6niine sermektedir.

Soguk Savag’in baglamasiyla birlikte komiinizm Dogu Asya’da hizla yayilmigtir. W. Macmahon Ball,
bu yayilmayi1 kismen toplumun diglanmis kesimlerine sunulan sosyal refah ve saglik hizmetlerinin etkinligine
baglamistir. Benzer sekilde, General C. P. Cabell, 1956 tarihli The Communist Threat in East Asia bashkl
raporunda Vietnam’in yer iistii ve yer alti dogal kaynaklari, dzellikle de ABD’nin askeri-sanayi tiretimi
acisindan kritik 6neme sahip kauguk rezervleri nedeniyle stratejik 6nem tagidigini vurgulamistir. Cabell ayrica,
"somiirgecilik" olgusunu temel agiklayici degigskenlerden biri olarak degerlendirmis ve koklii somiirge karsitt
duygularin Vietnam’da komiinist ideolojinin ¢ekiciligini 6nemli 6l¢iide artirdigini ileri siirmiistiir. Boylece
somiirgecilik karsiti milliyetcilik ile Marksist-Leninist doktrin birleserek giiclii bir devrimci dinamik
olusturmusgtur.

Ho Chi Minh’in giivenlik anlayis1 iki temel unsur tarafindan sekillendirilmistir: Vietnam’in tarihsel
isgal deneyimi ve yurt disinda bulundugu yillarda benimsedigi Marksist-Leninist ideoloji. Ho Chi Minh
yalnizca askeri giice dayali bir glivenlik anlayis1 yerine ideolojik seferberligi ve siyasal egitimi 6n planda
tutmus, biling olusturmayr ulusal savunmanin temel unsuru olarak goérmiistiir. Konfiligyiis¢li yurttaglik
sorumlulugu anlayisini komiinist enternasyonalizmle birlestirerek, silahli kuvvetlerin halkin dogal bir uzantisi
olarak goriildiigii "halk merkezli glivenlik doktrini"ni gelistirmistir. Bu dogrultuda olusturulan "ulus-ordu"
modeli hem kiiltiirel mirasin hem de devrimei pragmatizmin bir yansimasi olmustur.

Calisma ayrica gerilla savasini asimetrik catismanin bir bigimi olarak incelemektedir. Kavramsal
olarak gerilla savasi; hareket kabiliyeti, siirpriz etkisi ve halk destegine dayanan, konvansiyonel olarak {istiin
bir diismana kars1 kii¢lik birlikler tarafindan yiiriitiilen diizensiz askeri faaliyetler olarak tanimlanmaktadir.
Maoist doktrin ile Sovyet askeri diisiincesinden, 6zellikle Kizil Ordu’nun geligen "Kiigiik Savas" teorisinden
etkilenen Vietnam stratejisi; askeri, siyasal ve sosyoekonomik boyutlari biitiinlestirmistir. Ho Chi Minh,
teknolojik agidan iistiin ABD kuvvetlerine karst klasik savas yontemleriyle basari kazanmanin miimkiin
olmadigimi gérmiis; bu nedenle pusu, sabotaj, vur-ka¢ taktikleri ve arazinin stratejik kullanimini maddi
dezavantajlart dengeleyen temel yontemler olarak benimsemistir.

Cu Chi Tinelleri, bu doktrinin uygulamadaki en ¢arpict 6rneklerinden birini olusturmaktadir. Yer
altindaki bu aglar; lojistik merkezler, istihbarat iisleri, saglik tesisleri ve muharebe alanlari olarak hizmet
vermistir. Havalandirma sistemleri, kamufle edilmis girisler ve bubi tuzaklari gibi mimari &zellikleri, siirekli
bombardiman altinda gelistirilen yiiksek diizeyde uyarlanabilir miihendislik kapasitesini ortaya koymaktadir.
Tiineller yalnizca savunma amacl yapilar degil, ayn1 zamanda Viet Cong’un ¢atismanin zamanini ve mekanini
belirlemesine imkan taniyan stratejik girisim araglar1 olarak islev gormiistiir.

Vietnam’in basarisinin temel unsurlarindan biri, kirsal koylii niifusunun devrimei yapiya etkin
bi¢cimde dahil edilmesidir. "Kalpleri ve zihinleri kazanma" stratejisi; ideolojik ikna yodntemlerini toprak
reformu ve sosyal esitlik gibi somut vaatlerle birlestirmistir. Siviller yiyecek temini, istihbarat saglama,
saklanma imkan1 sunma ve is giicli destegi vererek savasei ile sivil arasindaki ayrimi biiylik 6lgiide belirsiz
hale getirmistir. "Kusat—Noktala—Vur—Takviye" taktigi ya da diger adiyla "balik avlama taktigi", bu sistematik
yaklagimin 6nemli bir 6rnegidir. Bu taktikte diigman takviye birlikleri dnceden belirlenmis ¢atigma alanlarma
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cekilmekte, es zamanli pusular diizenlenmekte ve gerektiginde taktik geri c¢ekilmelerle savas giicii
korunmaktadir.

2023 yilinda Ho Chi Minh City ve Dong Thap boélgelerinde gergeklestirilen saha gézlemleri, bu
analizlere ampirik dayanak saglamaktadir. Zehirli bambu kaziklari, yabani ar1 kovanlarinin stratejik bicimde
kullanilmasi ve alisilmisin disindaki patlayicit yontemler gibi dogaclama silahlara iliskin gézlemler, ¢evresel
kosullara uyum saglama becerisi ile yaraticili§in teknolojik yetersizlikleri nasil telafi ettigini gostermektedir.

Sonug olarak Vietnam direnisi, somiirgecilik karsiti milliyet¢iligin, Marksist-Leninist ideolojinin,
toplumsal cinsiyet duyarli devrimci yaklasimin ve asimetrik askeri stratejinin biitiinleserek uyumlu bir ulusal
kurtulus hareketi olusturdugunu gostermektedir. Bu yoniiyle Vietnam Savasi, yalnizca askeri bir ¢atigma
olmanin Gtesine gegmis; devrim, giivenlik ve modern savag konularindaki kiiresel tartigsmalart yeniden
sekillendiren, tabandan 6rgiitlenen direnis hareketlerinin en 6nemli 6rneklerinden biri haline gelmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Gerilla Stratejisi, Vietnam Giivenlik Yaklasimi, Gerilla Istihbarati, Uluslararasi
Giivenlik
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Introduction

French colonial rule in Vietnam produced far more enduring and destructive consequences
than the earlier occupations carried out at various times by regional powers such as China and Japan.
The colonial administration institutionalized systematic economic exploitation and political
repression, thereby generating profound transformations in the social and political structure of
Vietnamese society. This system of exploitation and coercion, in turn, contributed to the emergence
of a strong anti-colonial consciousness and organized resistance within Vietnam. In this regard, the
museum in Ho Chi Minh City displaying torture devices used during the French colonial period
constitutes a concrete representation of the violence of colonial rule, while also reflecting the
collective historical memory of the Vietnamese people and their enduring resistance to colonial
domination.

Women joined revolutionary movements largely due to their desire to overcome oppressive
conditions, acquire new skills, and make a meaningful impact. They did not initially participate as
feminists; however, many became feminists as a consequence of their involvement in these
movements. This transformation emerged primarily from the contradiction between the
organizational skills they developed within the struggle and the persistent sexism that continued to
limit their roles. As noted in the literature, “this combination of skills and grievances produces an
explosive effect,” which facilitated women’s integration into guerrilla movements (Cagan, 2015, pp.
482-483).

The process through which violence emerged as a perceived alternative in revolutionary
struggle can also be understood in reference to Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels in The Communist
Manifesto (1848), where they state:

“In depicting the most general phases of the development of the proletariat, we traced the
more or less veiled civil war, raging within existing society, up to the point where that war breaks
out into open revolution, and where the violent overthrow of the bourgeoisie lays the foundation for
the sway of the proletariat.” (Angals and Marks, 1967).

Within this framework, Vietnamese women exemplify the transformative potential of this
dynamic: confronted with both colonial oppression and entrenched patriarchal norms, they actively
assumed roles as combatants, intelligence operatives, and organizers within guerrilla warfare. Their
participation illustrates how skills, grievances, and revolutionary consciousness intersected,
producing both effective anti-colonial resistance and the emergence of a distinctly feminist
awareness within the revolutionary context.

With the onset of the Cold War, communism began to rapidly expand its influence
throughout East Asia. According to W. Macmahon Ball, one of the key reasons for communism’s
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success in the region was its effective delivery of health and welfare policies to the masses (Ball
1951, p.241). Furthermore, in CIA documents dated 1956, General C. P. Cabell identifies Vietnam
as a strategically significant country in terms of its above- and below-ground resources in his report
titled “The Communist Threat in East Asia.” He particularly emphasizes the importance of rubber as
a raw material for American military technology. One notable element in Cabell’s analysis is the
concept of “colonialism.” He argues that the Vietnamese people's deep-rooted opposition to
colonialism played a significant role in the appeal and success of communism in the region (Cabell
1956, pp.1-8).

This study investigates the guerrilla warfare tactics and intelligence operations carried out
by the Vietnamese resistance in detail. It examines how asymmetric methods such as ambushes,
sabotage, and hit-and-run tactics were systematically and effectively implemented, and how the local
population actively participated in these efforts. One of the most original aspects of this research is
its use of primary data collected through field observations conducted between July 17 and August
17,2023, in Ho Chi Minh City and the town of Dong Thap. In this regard, the study offers not only
a theoretical but also an empirical contribution, analyzing guerrilla warfare not merely as a military
strategy, but as a grassroots form of resistance.

The revolutionary activities led by Ho Chi Minh, who opposed the U.S. occupation, were
concentrated in Ho Chi Minh City and the town of Dhon Thop. Both locations hold considerable
significance in Vietnamese history. Ho Chi Minh City is renowned for the Cu Chi Tunnels, an
extensive underground network that provided guerrilla fighters with shelters, supply routes,
intelligence stations, and living quarters, enabling sustained resistance against technologically
superior forces. Meanwhile, Dhon Thop served as the primary operational headquarters for
Vietnamese guerrilla units, facilitating strategic planning and coordination of military campaigns.
Together, these sites exemplify the integration of local geography, tactical ingenuity, and popular
mobilization that underpinned the Vietnamese revolutionary struggle.

The aim of this study is to analyze guerrilla warfare tactics and intelligence operations within
the context of the Vietnamese resistance, and to demonstrate how asymmetric warfare evolved into
a people-centered strategy. In this regard, the study seeks to examine the systematic use of methods
such as ambushes, sabotage, hit-and-run tactics, and tunnel warfare; to evaluate the role of the local
population—particularly women—in these processes; and to explain the impact of ideology,
geography, and social mobilization on the formation and implementation of wartime strategies.

Ho Chi Minh’s Revolutionary Warfare Strategy: Guerrilla Tactics, Intelligence, and Social
Mobilization

The concept of asymmetric warfare, which constitutes the core conceptual foundation of this
study, possesses a semantically rich and analytically multilayered definition. Asymmetric warfare is
often framed within the broader category of unconventional warfare, and in many contexts, it is used
interchangeably with the notion of irregular warfare. These forms of conflict are characterized by
structural, strategic, and operational disparities between actors, typically involving a weaker party
that seeks to offset conventional military disadvantages through alternative methods and tactics.
Within this framework, asymmetric warfare encompasses a range of subtypes and operational
modalities. These include, but are not limited to, guerrilla warfare, underground (clandestine)
operations, special forces operations, and kidnapping—rescue missions. Each of these modes reflects
distinct tactical logics while remaining embedded within the broader strategic objective of exploiting
asymmetries in power, organization, and legitimacy. Among these, guerrilla warfare occupies a
particularly prominent position. Guerrilla forces rely on mobility, local knowledge, popular support,
and flexible organizational structures, enabling them to challenge conventionally superior
adversaries through protracted, low-intensity conflict. Their capacity to blend into civilian
populations, conduct hit-and-run attacks, and utilize terrain to their advantage makes them a central
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instrument of asymmetric warfare strategies. In this regard, guerrilla movements not only represent
a military tactic but also function as a socio-political mechanism that integrates local populations
into the broader dynamics of conflict (Kdrpe, 2023, pp. 18-21). Furthermore, the conceptual
elasticity of asymmetric warfare allows it to intersect with other dimensions of conflict, such as
intelligence networks, psychological operations, and socio-political mobilization. This
multidimensional character underscores the necessity of approaching asymmetric warfare not merely
as a set of tactical practices, but as a comprehensive strategic paradigm that reshapes the boundaries
between military and civilian spheres.

Ho Chi Minh was born in the village of Kim Lién. Between the ages of 14 and 18, he attended
a secondary school in Hué, where he acquired foundational academic knowledge and developed his
intellectual framework. He subsequently deepened his experience in the field of education by
teaching in Phan Thiét and gained vocational skills through an apprenticeship at a technical institute
in Saigon. This period of formal and practical education provided the essential foundation for his
later intellectual and political development. During his six years in France (1917-1923), he operated
as an active socialist under the pseudonym Nguyén Ai Qubc (“Patriot Nguyén™). During this time,
he established a group of Vietnamese residents in France and, in 1919, submitted an eight-point
petition to the representatives of the great powers at the Versailles Peace Conference, which
concluded World War 1. The petition called for the French colonial administration to grant equal
rights to its subjects in Indochina. Although this initiative received no response from the peace
advocates, Ho Chi Minh emerged as a heroic figure for many politically conscious Vietnamese. In
1920, inspired by the success of the communist revolution in Russia and Vladimir Lenin’s anti-
imperialist doctrines, Ho joined the French Communists who had split from the Socialist Party in
December 1920. This period laid the ideological foundations for his revolutionary and anti-
imperialist orientation (Brocheux, 2007, pp. 3-15; Neville, 2019, pp. 1-14).

Ho Chi Minh’s security policies for Vietnam were fundamentally shaped by two main
factors. The first was the historical perception of threat formed by successive occupations of Vietnam
by Japan, France, and the United States. The second was his adoption of communist ideology through
his education in the Soviet Union, coupled with the rising influence of the communist system in
neighboring China.

Ho Chi Minh sought to raise the Vietnamese people's consciousness within a communist
ideological framework as a form of resistance against French and American occupation. In line with
this, he developed policies aimed at ideologically shaping the public, embracing the principle that:
“The mission of education is to raise intellectual standards, develop human resources, foster talent,
contribute to the country’s development, and build the culture and people of Vietnam” (Ninh, 2023,
pp-79-80).

The first step in Ho Chi Minh’s security strategy was to enhance ideological awareness
within society. For this reason, the literature tends to define him not merely as a communist theorist
but as a leader who put communist principles into action. Vietnamese politician Ha Huy Tap notably
stated:

“The Communist Party directs class struggle, not racial struggle. The Communist Party is
the party of the proletariat and must resist nationalist propaganda in order to maintain its commitment
to internationalism. Slogans such as ‘revival of the nation’ or ‘rebirth of the dragon and fairy race’
should not be used in the fight against French imperialism; nationalism must be avoided.” (Duiker,
2000, p.255)

The Vietnamese people’s engagement in warfare is rooted not only in ideology but also in
deep historical and cultural traditions. In the Confucian thought system, service to the state is
considered a central virtue. Consequently, the concept of a “nation-army” is not foreign to
Vietnamese society. Ho Chi Minh pragmatically blended Confucian philosophy with communist
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ideology, operationalizing this synthesis in his governance (Duiker, 2000, pp.30-31). In his article
“Common Sense” published in the Cuu Quoc newspaper, Minh emphasized that the true driving
force behind the revolution was the people, especially the peasantry (Minh, 1954, pp.65—70).

Ho Chi Minh regarded guerrilla warfare during the Vietnamese resistance not merely as a
military tactic, but as a people-centered strategy. In his approach, the success of the war was directly
dependent on the support and participation of the local population. In this context, the organization
of the army and the conduct of military operations were carried out without disrupting the social and
economic lives of the peasants. In guerrilla warfare, Ho Chi Minh emphasized the systematic use of
asymmetric tactics. Ambushes, sabotage, hit-and-run attacks, and the effective use of tunnel systems
were employed by small and flexible units against enemy forces with significant military advantages.
These tactics played a critical role in securing Vietnam’s superiority, particularly against French
colonial forces and later during the American intervention. Ho Chi Minh’s strategy extended beyond
military operations to encompass societal mobilization. Women, peasants, and local communities
actively participated in tasks such as intelligence gathering, logistical support, and providing
information about enemy rear positions (Pomeroy, 1968: pp, 200-215).

Mao Tse-tung, in his 1937 work On Guerrilla Warfare, emphasized that guerrilla warfare has
unique characteristics and objectives. According to Mao, a militarily weaker nation can adopt
guerrilla warfare as a means of resistance against a more powerful aggressor. When an occupying
force penetrates deep into the heart of a weaker nation and imposes a brutal and repressive
occupation, the terrain, climate, and social conditions can act as obstacles to its advance — obstacles
which, if utilized strategically, can be turned into advantages by the resisting population. Guerrilla
warfare is the tactical embodiment of this principle — leveraging environmental and societal
asymmetries to resist and ultimately overcome a superior foe (Tse-tung, 1937).

In 1941, Ho Chi Minh met with Chinese General Chang Fa-k’wei in Liuchow, China, and
was shortly thereafter sent to Kunming to receive specialized intelligence training. Although the
Chinese authorities remained cautious toward Ho Chi Minh’s communist ideology, they provided
this training to leverage his intelligence network within Vietnam. The instruction he received during
this period encompassed not only military skills but also the fundamental principles of guerrilla
warfare, including the mobilization of the local population and the establishment of intelligence
networks. Under Ho Chi Minh’s leadership, the Viet Minh viewed guerrilla warfare not merely as a
military confrontation but as an essential component of a broader political and organizational
struggle. Guerrilla forces established bases in mountainous regions that were difficult for the French
to access, particularly in strategic areas inhabited by the Tho ethnic minority. These locations offered
natural shelter and ideal terrain for ambushes against French troops. Guerrilla warfare was extended
into villages through the creation of “Liberation Committees” and ‘“People’s Revolutionary
Committees.” Through propaganda units, civilians were encouraged to engage in acts of civil
disobedience, such as refusing to pay taxes, striking, and resisting cooperation with Japanese or
French authorities. Guerrilla units concentrated on disrupting French supply lines, paralyzing
communication channels, and conducting sudden raids on isolated military outposts. While the
French army maintained control over urban centers, the Viet Minh effectively immobilized French
forces in rural areas through guerrilla tactics, forcing the enemy to disperse its troops. Ho Chi Minh
employed guerrilla warfare as the “art of balancing military weakness with political strength.” The
intelligence training he received in China, combined with the local dynamics of Vietnam, was
transformed into a highly effective mechanism of resistance against French colonial rule (McAlister,
1968, pp, 55-101).

In conclusion, Ho Chi Minh’s independence struggle was not solely ideological—it was also
pragmatic and rooted in a people-centric strategy. Supporting this perspective, the Vietnam National
Defense Journal states: “In general, the construction of the armed forces, and particularly the army,
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is one of the defining elements of President Ho Chi Minh’s ideological legacy.” (National Defense
Journal, 2024). His strategy represents a model of resistance that integrates ideology with popular
support and military organization, going beyond mere theoretical discourse.

Guerrilla Warfare Tactics and the Importance of Tunnel Warfare

This section first addresses the concept of “guerrilla.” The term guerrilla (from the Spanish
guerra, meaning “war”) originated during the Peninsular War in the early 19th century, when
irregular Spanish fighters and civilians resisted the French occupying forces after the defeat of
Spain’s regular armies. However, the practice of guerrilla warfare dates back much earlier, even to
ancient times. For instance, the Bible recounts the Israelites, under Joshua’s leadership, using
harassment and ambush tactics during the conquest of Canaan. (Central Intelligence Agency 2002,

p. 1).

According to the Turkish Language Association, a guerrilla is defined as “a group equipped
with light weapons fighting in small units against a regular army; a member of such a group, an
independent-acting band” (Turkish Language Association, 2025). The United States Naval Institute
defines guerrillas as “counter-insurgents,” while Dr. Otto Heilbrunn highlights the blurred
boundaries between guerrilla warfare and terrorism (Heilbrunn, 1966, pp.756—757). Mao Zedong
defined guerrilla warfare as “the art of evasion,” involving armed groups that use irregular warfare
methods while gaining the sympathy of the local population and operating invisibly (Samuels, 2005:
pp.80—-103). Historian Eric Hobsbawm emphasized that guerrillas, regardless of the era or level of
military technology, are fundamentally non-conventional armed forces (Hobsbawm, 1965, p.59).

During the interwar period, the Red Army underwent a profound transformation in its
conceptualization of asymmetric warfare. This shift was closely linked to the experiences of the
Russian Civil War and the simplification of the multi-layered Orientalist officer training system
inherited from the Tsarist era. While Imperial Russia had several institutions dedicated to military-
Orientalist education, in the Soviet period this responsibility was almost entirely assumed by the
Eastern Department of the M.V. Frunze Military Academy. In the 1920s, for the first time, the
curriculum of this department incorporated courses focused specifically on "the nature and forms of
struggle on Eastern fronts." These courses introduced analytical frameworks resembling Callwell’s
notion of “Small Wars,” using titles such as “War on Low Culture Fronts” to examine conflicts in
non-Western regions. By the 1930s, these courses had become more systematized under the general
heading of "Small War," expanding significantly in scope. The curriculum not only analyzed
counterinsurgency methods employed by imperialist powers but also addressed revolutionary
insurgency tactics grounded in the Marxist-Leninist doctrine of armed uprising and guerrilla warfare.
Although ideologically driven, the Red Army’s understanding of “small war” increasingly reflected
an integrated approach that acknowledged the inseparable link between military, political, and socio-
economic dimensions. This theoretical shift was further informed by the Red Army’s operational
experience during the suppression of the Basmachi movement in Central Asia. Consequently, Soviet
military thought evolved from a purely tactical appreciation of irregular warfare to a strategic vision
of counterinsurgency, paralleling developments seen in other post-imperial states that survived the
Great War (Malkin and Lezin, 2022, pp.78-80).

Despite the end of the Vietnham War decades ago, the extent of Soviet intelligence
involvement in the conflict remains uncertain. The Soviet Union possessed highly capable
intelligence institutions, particularly the KGB and the GRU, which had the potential to provide
significant strategic advantages to North Vietnam and the communist forces in South Vietnam.
Although various claims suggest that Soviet intelligence may have supplied early warnings about
American air operations through signals intelligence collection or decrypted communications, clear
and definitive evidence confirming direct intelligence transfers to Vietnamese forces has not been
established (Pribbenow, 2014, pp. 1-4).
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During the early stages of Vietnamese intelligence development, the intelligence services of
the Viet Cong emerged largely independent of Soviet influence. In the period of resistance against
French colonial rule, Vietnamese intelligence leaders received training from British and American
intelligence personnel during the Second World War. Additionally, the first intelligence training
initiatives for Viet Minh operatives were reportedly organized by a Japanese officer who remained
in Vietnam and joined the revolutionary movement after the war.

Ho Chi Minh, inspired by Marxist-Leninist military doctrines, argued that popular support is
essential for successful warfare. For him, this approach was synonymous with national liberation.
While acknowledging the technological superiority of the American armed forces, Ho Chi Minh
identified the limitations of conventional tactics. He therefore advocated for guerrillas to assume
operational initiative through ambushes, sabotage, and hit-and-run strategies (Tran and Cao, 2024,
pp-1982-1984).

From the moment Ho Chi Minh encountered Mao Zedong, he regarded him as a mentor and
meticulously studied and noted Mao’s military ideas to guide his own strategies. The guerrilla
warfare tactics employed by the Viet Cong were deeply influenced by Chinese military doctrines. In
this context, one of the foundational principles of tunnel warfare was the “Encircle-Point-Hit-
Reinforcement” tactic, also known as the “fishing tactic.”

This tactic aims to encircle a specific location to lure enemy forces in, destroy incoming
reinforcements, and maintain control over the combat zone. Attacks are launched at unexpected times
using superior numbers, drawing enemy reinforcements into a pre-controlled battlefield, multiple
tactics such as encirclement, ambush, and long-range surprise attacks are deployed simultaneously,
if total annihilation of the enemy is not feasible, retreat is permitted to preserve combat effectiveness,
all personnel are briefed in advance on the operational situation, objectives, and command intent,
ensuring high morale and effective coordination (Chung, 1969, pp.3-6).

These tunnels are considered an engineering marvel, notable for their camouflage systems,
security features, escape routes, and sophisticated booby-trapped doors. The Viet Cong developed
innovative survival mechanisms within the tunnels, including ventilation systems, drainage channels,
and escape routes (Mongold and Penycate, 1985, pp. 110-115).

The flexible and people-centered structure of guerrilla warfare created a framework that
enabled women’s participation in revolutionary struggle from a Marxist feminist perspective.
Guerrilla tactics based on popular support allowed women to assume roles in logistics, intelligence,
and direct combat, transforming them into active agents in the revolutionary process against
patriarchal power structures.
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Picture 1. Chu Chi Tunnels Miniature

Source: Andag¢ Karabulut, Chu Chi Vietnam, 12.08.2023

One of the most critical factors contributing to the Viet Cong’s success in tunnel warfare
was the support of rural Vietnamese villagers. The Viet Cong won the “hearts and minds” of the
peasants in South Vietnam. They assisted them with their daily tasks and, on behalf of Ho Chi Minh
and the Communist Party, promised land, greater prosperity, and freedom (BBC, n.d.).

During the day, Viet Cong fighters often posed as farmers, while at night they would engage
in guerrilla activities such as laying traps, staging ambushes, and participating in armed engagements.
Despite lacking technologically advanced weapons and equipment, they expertly exploited the
natural environment of Vietnam. For example, it was reported by Vietnamese officials stationed in
Bien Bao So Do, Don Thap region, on August 8, 2023, that Viet Cong fighters:

»  fashioned sharpened bamboo spikes smeared with venom from the Vietnamese cobra to
booby-trap American movement routes,

* released wild bee hives collected from treetops onto enemy troops, and

+ strapped explosives onto trained dogs and sent them into enemy formations as part of
unconventional attacks

By integrating elements of the natural landscape into their operational methods, they were
able to develop asymmetric tactics that disrupted and exhausted a technologically superior opponent.
This approach not only increased the psychological pressure on enemy forces but also demonstrated
the strategic value of unconventional warfare in irregular conflict environments.

Picture 2. Viet Cong Natural Trapping Method and Ho Chi Minh Headquarters Attack-
Escape Tunnels

Source: Andag¢ Karabulut, Donh Thop Vietnam, 08.08.2023
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It is widely acknowledged that numerous American soldiers lost their lives due to the Viet
Cong’s extensive use of ambushes, mines, and booby-trap tactics. Reports published by the U.S.
Army Headquarters emphasized the need to revise and improve training programs in response to
these guerrilla strategies. While the Viet Cong manufactured mines and traps using locally available
materials, they also effectively utilized many conventional weapons captured from American forces
(The New York Times, 1964; Department of the Army Training Circular, 1967, pp. 2-4).

In the early 1960s, military advisors deployed by the United States to assist the Army of the
Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) initially observed the VC's assault operations as irregular, improvised,
and seemingly random. At first glance, there appeared to be no consistent framework or strategic
coherence among the various military and paramilitary actions carried out by the VC. The only
apparent unifying element was their objective to assert political and military control over South
Vietnam. However, this observation raised several key questions: How could such seemingly
uncoordinated attacks lead to tangible territorial gains in certain regions? And how did the VC,
despite ARVN’s superior firepower, occasionally manage to establish tactical dominance? These
questions revealed the existence of a deeper organizational structure and methodological approach
behind the VC’s operations. Over time, it became increasingly clear that this “apparent disorder”
concealed a systematic method in other words, there was “a method to the madness.”

The VC’s primary assault tactic gradually emerged and was later codified in the military
literature as the “One Slow, Four Quick” strategy. This framework outlines a five-phase operational
pattern that underpins nearly all types of VC military actions. While this template does not explain
every aspect of the organization’s operational conduct, it represents a recurring structural
characteristic observed in virtually all VC engagements — from attacks on fortified or civilian areas,
to ambushes on military convoys and infantry units, as well as rapid raids and low-intensity
harassment operations (Department of the Army, 1973, pp. 6-8).

One of the most original contributions of this study is its reliance on primary data collected
during fieldwork conducted between July 17 and August 17, 2023, in Ho Chi Minh City and Dong
Thap province, Vietnam. The research aimed to observe guerrilla warfare practices on-site and
included semi-structured interviews with individuals who either participated in or witnessed the
Vietnam War firsthand.

In this context, a significant narrative was recorded during an interview with the son of retired
Viet Cong officer Bui Ngoc Em, who had actively fought against U.S. forces. The participant shared
specific details about the Viet Cong’s ambush and booby-trap tactics:

“The Viet Cong lived underground like moles. When the Americans walked through the
jungle, traps were not placed directly on the path, but beside it, in the cover positions. When the Viet
Cong opened fire from the trail, the Americans instinctively moved to take cover—and that’s where
they would step on mines or traps hidden in those positions.” This tactical approach was based on
anticipating the enemy’s natural defense reflexes and redirecting their movements toward pre-set
danger zones. It reflects the operational logic of the "Encircle — Fix — Strike — Reinforce" method,
also known as the "fishing tactic,"” which was deeply influenced by Chinese military doctrine.
Furthermore, this method aligns closely with Mao Tse-Tung’s 1937 doctrine of “people’s war,”
where guerrilla resistance is rooted in local geography and popular support. Ho Chi Minh
successfully adapted this doctrine to Vietnam’s context, combining tactical innovation with mass
mobilization. The result was not only military success but also the cultivation of enduring social
solidarity and national consciousness (anadolusanat.org, 2026).

The tactical use of tunnels implemented under Ho Chi Minh had a profound impact on
warfare. Tunnels provided a form of protection that was nearly impervious, significantly increasing
the survival chances of units by shielding them from aerial bombardment and enemy fire. They
enabled forces to emerge unexpectedly at various locations and times, thereby catching adversaries
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off guard. For example, the primary objective of North Korean tunnels is to exploit speed and surprise
in order to seize the initiative. These subterranean networks facilitated undetected movement, combat
operations, and logistical resupply. Additionally, tunnels served as secure and concealed shelters and
storage facilities, often difficult to detect. Tunnels functioned as a force multiplier, allowing
relatively small units to delay or neutralize much larger and technologically superior forces. Modern
examples, particularly in North Korea, illustrate that these systems can support the rapid deployment
of substantial personnel and equipment, reportedly accommodating up to 10,000 soldiers per hour.
By impeding enemy advances, tunnels also exerted a demoralizing psychological effect. Historical
precedents, such as the American Civil War, demonstrate that tunnels and earthen fortifications
compelled opposing armies to adjust their strategies, sometimes delaying operations for weeks and
conferring a symbolic “moral victory” to defenders. The clearance and destruction of tunnel networks
imposed enormous human and operational costs on the attacking forces. Through their combination
of concealment, protection, the capacity for surprise, and the ability to neutralize the technological
advantages of the adversary—particularly air superiority—tunnels have consistently proven to be a
highly effective tactical instrument in military history (Reece, 1997, pp.7-29).

The Vietnamese communist leader Ho Chi Minh underscored the centrality of women in
revolutionary struggle with his oft-cited assertion: “Women constitute half of the population. If
women are not liberated, society cannot be liberated.” This statement not only reflects an ideological
commitment to gender equality but also highlights the strategic importance of women within the
broader framework of guerrilla warfare and asymmetric conflict. In the context of the Vietnam War,
women assumed multifaceted and indispensable roles that extended well beyond conventional
perceptions of combat participation. One of the most notable examples is the organization known as
the Long-Haired Army (often referred to as the “Long-Haired Army” or “Long-Haired Warriors™),
which consisted primarily of female guerrilla fighters and supporters. This group played a
particularly significant role in tunnel warfare, a defining feature of Viet Cong military strategy.
Contrary to the assumption that guerrilla participation is primarily defined by direct armed
engagement, the contributions of the Long-Haired Army were predominantly concentrated in non-
combat yet strategically vital domains. These included logistical support, medical assistance and first
aid, food supply and distribution, and the maintenance of underground tunnel networks. Their
activities ensured the sustainability of guerrilla operations by facilitating mobility, concealment, and
endurance under conditions of intense military pressure. Moreover, women’s involvement in tunnel
warfare illustrates the integration of civilian and military spheres that characterizes asymmetric
warfare. By operating within and around tunnel systems, women not only contributed to the physical
infrastructure of resistance but also to the social organization and resilience of local communities. In
this sense, their roles cannot be reduced to auxiliary functions; rather, they constituted an essential
component of the operational and strategic effectiveness of Viet Cong tactics. Thus, the case of the
Long-Haired Army demonstrates that women’s participation in guerrilla warfare must be understood
as both a practical necessity and a strategic asset, reinforcing the broader argument that asymmetric
warfare relies on the mobilization of all segments of society (Davrennes, 2019, pp. 110-115).

Ho Chi Minh and the Intelligence Operations of the Viet Cong

The founding leader Ho Chi Minh played a pivotal role in shaping Vietnam’s intelligence
doctrine and establishing the theoretical foundations of the country’s intelligence apparatus. These
foundations were effectively operationalized during the period of American involvement in Vietnam
between 1955 and 1975. Ho Chi Minh’s communist ideology, together with his close political and
ideological relationship with Chinese leader Mao Zedong, significantly influenced the formation of
Vietnam’s intelligence structure. The asymmetric warfare strategy adopted within the communist
framework necessitated the active mobilization of the civilian population, thereby ensuring that
intelligence activities were conducted in close coordination with local communities. In this regard,
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public participation and societal support constituted indispensable components of operational
success.

The American intervention in Vietnam provided the country with a crucial arena of practical
experience, enabling the more effective mobilization of national power elements and the refinement
of wartime strategies. By employing asymmetric warfare tactics against an adversary possessing
overwhelming technological superiority, Vietnam maximized the strategic advantages derived from
both local support networks and the ideological motivation generated by communism. Throughout
the conflict, military, political, and intelligence structures were integrated into a unified operational
framework, thereby strengthening Vietnam’s resistance capacity and contributing to the development
of an effective long-term strategy. In particular, Vietnam approached national power not as a
collection of isolated instruments but as an intelligence-centered and interconnected system.

Sun Tzu emphasized the centrality of intelligence in warfare, arguing that “The element of
surprise, which is the sole factor of efficiency and victory in war, depends on maintaining a balance
between having complete knowledge of the opponent and remaining unknown oneself; therefore, the
arts of secrecy and deception are principal in warfare” (Tzu, 2008: p.18). Within this intellectual
framework, Ho Chi Minh conceptualized every Vietnamese citizen as both a potential combatant and
an intelligence asset. In order to institutionalize and optimize these activities, he implemented a
professional organizational structure referred to as the “grapevine model,” which relied on a cellular
system designed to ensure operational security and organizational efficiency (Akyar, 2016, p. 15).

Vietnam’s more than fifty-year struggle against France, Japan, the United States, and the Pol
Pot regime in Cambodia represents a prolonged history of organized armed resistance. The
transformation of revolutionary theory into practical guerrilla warfare by Vietnamese forces
generated significant operational experience, which subsequently contributed to the evolution of
Vietnam’s intelligence and warfare doctrines.

Niccoldo Machiavelli, in his 1520 treatise Dell’arte della guerra, attributed particular
significance to intelligence activities. According to Machiavelli, espionage constituted one of the
most critical dimensions of military operations, and the acquisition of accurate and reliable
intelligence prior to combat was indispensable. He further emphasized the importance of maintaining
the secrecy of military headquarters and command structures. Machiavelli articulated the strategic
value of intelligence in the following terms:

“If you wish to learn the secrets of your enemy and understand his organization, some send
envoys and with them, men dressed as both soldiers and civilians. These individuals observe the
enemy army, examine its strengths and weaknesses, and create opportunities to defeat the enemy.
Others send trusted friends into exile to uncover enemy plans. Additionally, capturing prisoners can
yield similar secrets” (Machiavelli, 1521, pp. 150-200).

Ho Chi Minh assigned revolutionary guerrilla and militia units responsibilities extending
beyond direct combat to include systematic intelligence collection. The effectiveness of these
operations, however, depended heavily on the cooperation of diverse ethnic groups throughout
Vietnam’s geographically and socially heterogeneous regions. Such collaboration facilitated the
acquisition of extensive and reliable information regarding enemy forces and foreign actors (Akyar,
2016: p. 27). This historical legacy also contributed to shaping the structure of Vietnam’s
contemporary intelligence apparatus in the 21st century.

During the Cold War era, Vietnam—characterized by underdevelopment and a
predominantly rural peasant population—witnessed the emergence of paramilitary formations
composed of civilians and guerrilla fighters who played substantial roles in the revolutionary
movement. Following the division of the country into North and South Vietnam in 1955, communist
guerrillas from the North infiltrated southern institutions and military structures in order to conduct
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propaganda activities. These efforts made a considerable contribution to the revolutionary process.
Ho Chi Minh, who had received education in Moscow, was recognized by the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) for his expertise in propaganda and covert political organization. Throughout
Vietnam’s independence struggle, clandestine propaganda operations were conducted extensively,
while Vietnamese collaborators working with French authorities were identified and neutralized
through informant networks. Although the literature frequently emphasizes Ho Chi Minh’s close
relations with the Chinese Communist Party, the CIA characterized the organization as an
“underground organization.” In this context, it may be argued that the Chinese Communist Party
constituted one of the most influential practical models shaping Ho Chi Minh’s covert operational
methods (Central Intelligence Agency, 1949, pp.1-10). The intelligence doctrine developed under
Ho Chi Minh’s leadership was integrated with asymmetric warfare strategies based on mass
participation, thereby increasing operational effectiveness through the coordination of national power
elements. Moreover, the professional cellular organization of intelligence networks, combined with
transnational communist connections, played a decisive role in the success of Vietnamese resistance
movements. This historical experience profoundly influenced the institutional structure of
contemporary Vietnamese intelligence.

The effectiveness of the intelligence system employed by Vietnamese guerrilla forces can
largely be attributed to the speed, resilience, and organizational sophistication of their
communication networks. In the absence of reliable information flows, guerrilla units faced the risk
of isolation and operational paralysis. Communication methods primarily relied on natural and low-
visibility signaling techniques. Predetermined sounds—such as bird calls in mountainous regions or
dog barking in villages—were employed as rendezvous signals. Directional guidance and operational
information were also transmitted through coded markings placed on trees or walls. Visual
communication methods, including smoke during daylight hours and fire signals at night, facilitated
long-distance coordination. During movement operations, guerrilla units commonly deployed
reconnaissance elements composed of individuals dressed in civilian clothing ahead of the main
force. These operatives were responsible for identifying suspicious activities or potential threats and
relaying such information to commanders, thereby minimizing the risk of ambush. In sabotage
operations targeting railways, covert communication with agents embedded within target areas
enabled the determination of the most advantageous timing for attack, which constituted a crucial
factor in operational success. As the revolutionary movement expanded, its intelligence capacity was
further strengthened through the integration of technical communication tools such as radios and
telephones alongside traditional methods. This hybrid communication model substantially enhanced
coordination, flexibility, and operational effectiveness (O’Dowd, 2012, pp.573-580).

During the initial stages of Viet Cong mobilization, armed units were composed
predominantly of male combatants. However, as the conflict intensified—particularly with the
expansion of tunnel warfare—women assumed increasingly significant roles, especially in logistical
support activities such as transporting supplies, maintaining tunnel systems, and providing medical
assistance. Despite this initial division of labor, Ho Chi Minh identified the strategic potential of
women beyond auxiliary functions and explicitly emphasized their effectiveness within intelligence
operations. Consequently, women were not only incorporated into the broader revolutionary structure
but were also deliberately directed toward intelligence-related responsibilities rather than
conventional combat roles. Within this framework, women emerged as central actors in intelligence
gathering, transmission, and covert communication networks. Their ability to move inconspicuously
in both rural and urban environments enabled them to function as highly effective intelligence
couriers. Disguised as ordinary civilians—including peasants, market vendors, or caregivers engaged
in routine daily activities—Vietnamese women were able to collect, transport, and disseminate
sensitive information with a level of speed, flexibility, and secrecy often unattainable for male
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operatives. This capability significantly enhanced the operational adaptability and effectiveness of
Viet Cong forces (Borton, 2018, pp. 3—13).

In addition to intelligence activities, women also played active roles in propaganda and
mobilization campaigns. They were instrumental in organizing rural communities and in recruiting
and politically socializing Vietnamese women and youth into the revolutionary movement. This dual
function—combining intelligence operations with sociopolitical mobilization—demonstrates the
multidimensional character of women’s participation in asymmetric warfare. Scholarly analyses
further underscore the strategic significance of these contributions. For example, Heather Marie Stur
argues that women’s observational capabilities and attentiveness to social and environmental detail
rendered them particularly effective in intelligence work. Their ability to interpret subtle changes in
local dynamics, detect irregularities, and transmit critical information substantially strengthened the
resilience and responsiveness of Viet Cong operations. Taken together, these dynamics indicate that
women were not merely auxiliary participants but rather constituted a central component of the Viet
Cong’s asymmetric warfare strategy. Their integration into intelligence, logistics, and propaganda
networks illustrates how gender roles were strategically reconfigured to exploit the structural
asymmetries of the conflict, thereby enhancing the overall effectiveness of revolutionary warfare
(Borton, 2018, pp.3—13).

The Role of Women in Guerrilla Warfare

Gina Marie Weaver’s Ideologies of Forgetting: Rape in the Vietnam War explicitly reveals
that American soldiers regarded Vietnamese women were subjected to sexual violence. The book
includes the testimony of Peter Martinsen, a former American soldier and interrogator of prisoners
of war in Vietnam. Martinsen harshly criticized the perception held by American troops, describing
it as viewing. When peace activist Dave Dellinger asked Martinsen whether American soldiers
understood Vietnamese customs such as funeral rites, Martinsen responded starkly: “It is noted that,
for the soldiers, Vietnamese women were often treated as companions and regarded as objects”
However, rather than emphasizing the sexist and colonialist nature of this view, Dellinger shifted the
discussion toward the general attitude of the Vietnamese people toward Americans (Zaremberg and
Roggeband, 2025, p. 19).

Martinsen’s statements starkly expose the extent of exploitation endured by women during
the war. Nevertheless, Dellinger and other interrogators tended to focus on broader issues such as
racism and cultural arrogance rather than interrogating the testimony from a gendered perspective.
This approach obscured Martinsen’s critical insight into the systemic nature of American military
culture’s dehumanization, sexualization, and exploitation of Vietnamese women. His words clearly
indicate that sexual abuse against Vietnamese women was not an isolated incident but a widespread
and structural problem (Weaver, 2010, p. 50).

The role of women among guerrilla fighters, who constituted a key armed component of the
communist system, is particularly striking. Feminism served as a driving force behind the influence
of communist political ideology on women. Barbara Alpern Engel and Clifford N. Rosenthal explore
this influence on women’s movements prior to the Soviet revolutionary period in their work Five
Sisters, which chronicles the lives of women such as V. Figner, V. Zasulich, E. Kovalskala, P.
Ivanovskaia, and O. Liubatoivch. The study emphasizes the emergence of women’s solidarity during
the spread of communist ideology among the populace and highlights that female guerrillas were
equally active in armed and bomb attacks (Engel and Rosenthal, 1992, pp.10-13).

In the context of the Vietnam War, the perception that women only served in rear support
roles is a significant misconception. Vietnamese women played critical roles not only in logistics and
first aid but also in guerrilla attacks and intelligence operations. Their unassuming presence in daily
life, rapid organizational abilities, and the American military’s gender-biased underestimation
enabled Vietnamese women to operate effectively (Osborn, 2013, pp.154).
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Although often overshadowed in narratives of Vietnam’s battlefield success, the
contributions of women remain indispensable. Historically, the Trung Sisters led resistance against
Chinese occupation of Vietnam. Following the execution of Trung Trac’s husband for rebellion, the
sisters galvanized the Vietnamese nobility, capturing 65 citadels and crowning Trung Trac as queen;
however, they were eventually defeated by Chinese forces after three years. Two centuries later,
Trieu Au led an army of 1,000 against China, although this uprising was short-lived. The courage of
both women became symbols of freedom for the Vietnamese people. Years later, the Vietminh
guerrilla movement fought against the French colonialists, securing victory in 1954 and dividing
Vietnam into North and South. Shortly thereafter, a new conflict erupted between North and South
Vietnam, with the United States backing the South, while the North framed the struggle as the “War
of Resistance Against America,” which the U.S. termed the “Vietnam War” (Atwood, 2018, pp.xii-
Xiv).

Nguyen Thi Dinh is a prominent female leader in the Vietnamese revolution. After her
husband was imprisoned and died, she joined the resistance and led the Ben Tre Uprising at age 25.
Known as the founder of the “Long-Haired Army,” Dinh championed the active participation of
women in warfare. She rose to the rank of major general in 1974 and played a key role in the
liberation of Saigon. Ho Chi Minh himself remarked, “In the world, such a woman general exists
only with us.” In 1960, the Ben Tre Provincial Party Committee initiated the Dong Khoi Movement
under the slogan “Unity and Determined Action.” The uprising, led by Vietnam’s first female
guerrilla commander Nguyen Thi Dinh and others in Dinh Thuy, Phuoc Hiep, and Binh Khanh,
quickly spread to surrounding regions. Following enemy reprisals involving village burnings,
looting, and violence against civilians, a political resistance movement was organized by
approximately 5,000 women forming the “Long-Haired Army.” Nguyen Thi Khao played an active
role in organizing women'’s resistance and preserving the revolution. Despite all oppression, women
continued to support the revolutionary cause (Thuc, n.d.; Vietnamnet Global, 04.05.2020).

Tran Thi Gung, a Viet Cong guerrilla, stated in a 1989 interview with Morley Safer that it
was her duty to capture American soldiers and bring them to headquarters. Notably, she recounted
asking an American soldier to remove his boots, saying, “I suppose Americans aren’t used to walking
barefoot like we do.” This statement reflects the determination of Viet Cong guerrillas and their
resilience against the hardships of war. It also symbolizes their attempt to establish physical and
psychological superiority over American troops. The emphasis on barefoot walking highlights the
guerrillas’ adaptability to natural conditions and the vulnerability of American soldiers to such harsh
environments (Haas, 1994, p.10).

The Perfume River, which flows through the historic city of Hué in Vietnam, derives its
name from the fragrant scent carried by fallen blossoms from surrounding orchards during the
autumn season. This evocative natural setting also served as the backdrop for a lesser-known yet
strategically significant component of Viet Cong operations during the early stages of the conflict.
Between 1955 and 1960, young women—typically between the ages of 18 and 20—were actively
engaged in daily activities along the river, which provided both a cover for routine civilian life and
a strategic environment for covert organization.

Within this context, female guerrillas formed a unit known as the “Huong River Squad”
(Perfume River Squad), adopting their name directly from the geographical space in which they
operated. To facilitate mutual recognition while maintaining a degree of cultural normalcy, members
often wore traditional conical hats, which simultaneously functioned as markers of identity and tools
of concealment. This blending of civilian appearance with military intent reflects a broader
characteristic of asymmetric warfare, wherein the boundaries between combatant and non-combatant
are deliberately blurred.
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The women of the Huong River Squad were not confined to auxiliary roles; rather, they
actively participated in armed engagements, particularly through ambush tactics targeting U.S.
military personnel. In these operations, they utilized captured weapons such as the AR-15 rifle,
demonstrating both adaptability and tactical competence. Over time, their operational capacity
expanded to include the use of more destructive conventional weaponry, including rocket launchers
seized from enemy forces, thereby significantly enhancing their combat effectiveness.

Equally important was their integration into the extensive underground infrastructure
surrounding Hué. The region was characterized by a complex network of tunnel systems and
concealed shelters, resembling a labyrinthine structure that enabled covert mobility and strategic
infiltration. Female Viet Cong operatives played a crucial role not only on the surface but also within
these subterranean environments, occupying key transit points and ensuring the continuity of
communication and supply that their presence in these hidden spaces underscores the
multidimensional nature of their participation, spanning combat, logistics, and intelligence functions.

As highlighted by Mark Bowden (2017, pp. 104—114), the activities of these women illustrate
the broader strategic logic of Viet Cong warfare: the effective utilization of local geography, social
structures, and gendered expectations to offset conventional military disadvantages. In this sense, the
Huong River Squad exemplifies how women were not merely peripheral actors but integral
components of a sophisticated and adaptive system of asymmetric warfare.

The role of women in guerrilla warfare, as an armed struggle tool of communist ideology,
stands out as a significant topic both historically and ideologically. Communist movements have
regarded feminism not only within the framework of women’s rights but also as an indispensable
part of revolutionary struggle. In the context of the Vietnam War, women were not limited to logistics
and support roles; they actively participated in intelligence, ambushes, and guerrilla operations. The
U.S. military’s gender-based threat perception facilitated Vietnamese women becoming unseen yet
effective actors in the war.

Prominent female leaders like Nguyen Thi Dinh made women’s roles in revolution and
warfare visible, while the establishment of women’s organizations such as the “Long-Haired Army”
exemplified female solidarity and collective resistance. This phenomenon supports Marxist feminist
claims that women’s emancipation is inherently intertwined with class struggle. Furthermore,
Vietnamese women’s resilience and determination on the battlefield were critical factors in both
physical and psychological struggles, decisively contributing to the war’s outcome.

From a Marxist feminist viewpoint, Vietnamese women stood at the forefront of resistance
against colonial and gendered oppression, symbolizing both the national independence and gender
equality struggles. This experience serves as a concrete example of women’s empowerment as
historical and political subjects.

In summary, the influence of communist ideology on women and the active participation of
female guerrillas played a vital role in both war strategies and social solidarity. Furthermore, the role
of Vietnamese women in combat and as symbols of resistance was decisive in achieving victory.
Tran Thi Gung’s testimony holds particular significance regarding the resolve of female guerrillas
and their strategy to establish psychological dominance.

Conclusion

Ho Chi Minh’s security doctrine was fundamentally shaped by Vietnam’s historical
experiences of foreign occupation and by his ideological formation within the Soviet intellectual
tradition. The occupations by Japan, France, and the United States led Ho Chi Minh to conceptualize
political consciousness as a strategic instrument of resistance. Rather than treating communism solely
as an abstract ideological framework, he transformed it into a practical mechanism for mobilization,
social organization, and revolutionary warfare. Accordingly, ideological education became central
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to the revolutionary process, enabling the politicization of the population through a class-based rather
than exclusively nationalist discourse. In this regard, the Vietnamese Communist movement adopted
a distinctly internationalist orientation, reinforced by the Confucian-inspired “nation-army”
understanding that facilitated the integration of society into the revolutionary struggle. Ho Chi
Minh’s emphasis on peasants and ordinary citizens as the primary source of revolutionary power
demonstrates that Vietnam’s security strategy rested on the systematic fusion of ideology, social
mobilization, and armed resistance. This strategic synthesis continues to shape contemporary
Vietnamese security thinking.

This study argues that the effectiveness of Viet Cong asymmetric warfare cannot be
sufficiently explained through military tactics alone. Instead, the Vietnamese case demonstrates that
revolutionary warfare functioned as an integrated socio-political and intelligence-based system in
which popular mobilization constituted the decisive factor. Within this framework, women emerged
not as auxiliary participants but as central actors in the operational sustainability and strategic
effectiveness of the Viet Cong. Their participation extended simultaneously across intelligence,
logistics, propaganda, and direct combat functions, thereby blurring conventional distinctions
between civilian and military spheres.

The example of the “Huong River Squad” illustrates how asymmetric warfare relied upon
the strategic integration of social identities into military operations. By embedding themselves within
ordinary civilian life while simultaneously conducting covert and armed activities, female guerrillas
transformed everyday social spaces into operational environments. Their ability to move
inconspicuously within both rural and urban settings provided substantial advantages in intelligence
gathering, communication, and operational coordination. Moreover, women’s involvement in
logistics, tunnel systems, and ideological mobilization ensured the continuity and resilience of
guerrilla warfare under conditions of prolonged conflict.

Theoretically, this study contributes to the literature on asymmetric warfare by
demonstrating that the Viet Cong’s success derived not only from military adaptability but from the
institutionalized mobilization of society as an intelligence-centered security structure. In particular,
the Vietnamese experience reveals that women’s integration into revolutionary warfare significantly
expanded the operational depth, flexibility, and sustainability of asymmetric conflict. From a Marxist
feminist perspective, the Vietnamese case therefore represents not merely an example of national
liberation, but also a transformation of gendered roles within revolutionary warfare. Women
functioned simultaneously as combatants, intelligence operatives, logisticians, and agents of political
mobilization, making them indispensable to the broader architecture of Viet Cong resistance.

Consequently, the Vietnamese model demonstrates that asymmetric warfare achieves
strategic effectiveness when military operations are embedded within a broader system of ideological
legitimacy, intelligence coordination, and societal participation. The Viet Cong experience thus
offers an important theoretical framework for understanding how revolutionary movements convert
social organization into long-term strategic capacity under conditions of structural asymmetry.

www.turkishstudies.net/turkishstudies



2026 Andag Karabulut

< Turkish Studies Ll

ANKARA SC!ENCE
www.turkishstudies.net/turkishstudies eISSN: 1308-2140 UNIVERSITY

Asimetrik Savasin Araclari: Viet Cong Taktiklerinde Kadinlar, Tiinel Savaslar: ve istihbarat
Faaliyetleri

Giris

Vietnam’daki Fransiz somiirge yOnetimi, Cin ve Japonya gibi bolgesel giiclerin farkl
donemlerde gerceklestirdigi onceki isgallere kiyasla ¢ok daha kalici ve yikict sonuglar dogurmustur.
Somiirge yonetimi, sistematik ekonomik somiiriiyii ve siyasal baskiy1 kurumsallastirarak Vietnam
toplumunun sosyal ve siyasal yapisinda derin doniisiimlere yol agmistir. Bu somiirii ve baski sistemi
ise Vietnam’da giiclii bir somiirgecilik karsit1 bilincin ve orgiitlii direnisin ortaya ¢ikmasina zemin
hazirlamistir. Bu baglamda, Ho Chi Minh City’de bulunan ve Fransiz somiirge doneminde kullanilan
iskence araclarinin sergilendigi miize, sOmiirge yOnetiminin uyguladigi siddetin somut bir
gostergesini olustururken, ayni zamanda Vietnam halkinin kolektif tarihsel hafizasini1 ve somiirge
egemenligine karsi siirdiirdiigii kalici direnisi de yansitmaktadir.

Kadinlar, biiylik olgiide baskici kosullari asma, yeni beceriler edinme ve anlamli bir
toplumsal etki yaratma arzusu nedeniyle devrimci hareketlere katilmiglardir. Baslangicta bu
hareketlere feminist kimlikle katilmamis olsalar da, miicadele siirecindeki deneyimleri sonucunda
bircogu feminist bir biling gelistirmistir. Bu doniisiim, esas olarak miicadele i¢inde kazandiklari
orgiitsel beceriler ile rollerini sinirlandirmaya devam eden cinsiyet¢i uygulamalar arasindaki
celiskiden kaynaklanmistir. Literatiirde de belirtildigi iizere, “bu beceriler ve hosnutsuzluklarin
birlesimi patlayici bir etki yaratmaktadir” ve bu durum kadinlarin gerilla hareketlerine katilimini
kolaylastirmigtir (Cagan, 2015, ss. 482—483).

Siddetin devrimci miicadelede bir alternatif olarak ortaya ¢ikis siireci, Karl Marx ve Friedrich
Engels’in Komiinist Manifesto (1848) adli eserinde dile getirdikleri su ifadeler ¢ergevesinde de
anlasilabilir:

“Proletaryanin gelisiminin en genel asamalarini tasvir ederken, mevcut toplumun bagrinda
siiregelen, az ya da ¢ok gizli i¢ savasi; bu savasin acik bir devrime déniistiigii ve burjuvazinin siddet
yoluyla devrilmesinin proletaryanin egemenliginin temelini attig1 noktaya kadar izledik” (Angals ve
Marks, 1967).

Bu ¢er¢evede Vietnamlh kadinlar, bu dinamigin doniistiiriici potansiyelini somut bigimde
ortaya koymaktadir. Hem somiirge baskisi hem de kokli ataerkil normlarla karsi karsiya kalan
kadinlar, gerilla savasinda savasci, istihbarat gorevlisi ve oOrgiitleyici rollerini aktif bigimde
iistlenmislerdir. Onlarin miicadeleye katilimi; becerilerin, toplumsal hosnutsuzluklarin ve devrimci
bilincin nasil kesistigini, bunun da hem etkili bir somiirgecilik karsit1 direnisin hem de devrimci
baglam i¢inde belirgin bir feminist bilincin ortaya ¢ikmasini nasil sagladigini géstermektedir.

Soguk Savas’in baslamasiyla birlikte komiinizm, Dogu Asya genelinde etkisini hizla
genigletmeye baglamistir. W. Macmahon Ball’a gore, komiinizmin bolgede basart kazanmasinin
temel nedenlerinden biri, genis halk kitlelerine saglik ve sosyal refah hizmetlerini etkin bicimde
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sunabilmesidir (Ball, 1951, s. 241). Ayrica, General C. P. Cabell, 1956 tarihli CIA raporu The
Communist Threat in East Asia'da Vietnam’1 yer istli ve yer alt1 dogal kaynaklar1 bakimindan
stratejik oneme sahip bir iilke olarak degerlendirmektedir. Ozellikle kaugugun, Amerikan askeri
teknolojisi acisindan kritik bir hammadde oldugunu vurgulamaktadir. Cabell’in analizindeki dikkat
¢ekici unsurlardan biri ise "somiirgecilik" kavramidir. Ona gore, Vietnam halkinin somiirgecilige
kars1 koklii muhalefeti, komiinizmin bolgede benimsenmesi ve basart kazanmasinda 6nemli rol
oynamistir (Cabell, 1956, ss. 1-8).

Bu calisma, Vietnam direnisi tarafindan yiiriitiilen gerilla savasi taktiklerini ve istihbarat
faaliyetlerini ayrintili bigimde incelemektedir. Pusu, sabotaj ve vur-kag gibi asimetrik yontemlerin
nasil sistemli ve etkili bi¢imde uygulandig ile yerel halkin bu stireclere nasil aktif olarak katildigi
analiz edilmektedir. Arastirmanin en 6zgiin yonlerinden biri, 17 Temmuz—17 Agustos 2023 tarihleri
arasinda Ho Chi Minh City ve Dong Thap kasabasinda gerceklestirilen saha gozlemlerinden elde
edilen birincil verilere dayanmasidir. Bu yoniiyle calisma, yalnizca kuramsal degil, ayn1 zamanda
ampirik bir katki sunmakta; gerilla savasini yalnizca askeri bir strateji olarak degil, halk tabanli bir
direnis bigimi olarak degerlendirmektedir.

ABD isgaline kars1 miicadele eden Ho Chi Minh 6nderligindeki devrimci faaliyetler, agirlikli
olarak Ho Chi Minh City ve Dong Thap kasabasinda yogunlasmistir. Her iki yer de Vietnam tarihi
acisindan biiyiilk 6nem tasimaktadir. Ho Chi Minh City, gerilla savascilarina barinak, ikmal
giizergah, istihbarat merkezi ve yasam alani saglayarak teknolojik agidan {istiin gii¢lere karsi uzun
stireli direnisi miimkiin kilan genis yer alt1 ag1 Cu Chi Tiinelleri ile taninmaktadir. Dong Thap ise
Vietnam gerilla birliklerinin temel operasyon merkezi olarak stratejik planlama ve askeri harekatlarin
koordinasyonuna ev sahipligi yapmistir. Bu iki bolge birlikte, Vietnam devrimci miicadelesinin
temelini olusturan yerel cografyanin, taktik yaraticiligin ve halkin seferber edilmesinin nasil
biitiinlestigini ortaya koymaktadir.

Bu ¢alismanin amaci, Vietnam direnigi baglaminda gerilla savasi taktiklerini ve istihbarat
faaliyetlerini analiz ederek asimetrik savasin nasil halk merkezli bir stratejiye doniistiigiinii ortaya
koymaktir. Bu dogrultuda calisma; pusu, sabotaj, vur-kag taktikleri ve tiinel savasinin sistematik
kullanimini incelemeyi, yerel halkin—ozellikle kadinlarin—bu siireglerdeki roliinii degerlendirmeyi
ve ideolojinin, cografyanin ile toplumsal seferberligin savas donemi stratejilerinin olusumu ve
uygulanmasi iizerindeki etkisini agiklamay1 amaglamaktadir.

Ho Chi Minh’in Devrimci Savas Stratejisi: Gerilla Taktikleri, Istihbarat ve Toplumsal
Seferberlik

Bu galigmanin temel kavramsal dayanagimi olusturan asimetrik savas kavrami, anlamsal
acidan zengin ve analitik olarak ¢ok katmanli bir tanima sahiptir. Asimetrik savas, cogunlukla daha
genis bir alisilmamis savas kategorisi igerisinde ele alinmakta ve bir¢ok baglamda diizensiz savas
kavramiyla es anlamli olarak kullanilmaktadir. Bu ¢atigma bigimleri, aktorler arasindaki yapisal,
stratejik ve operasyonel farkliliklarla karakterize edilmektedir. Genellikle daha zayif konumdaki
taraf, konvansiyonel askeri dezavantajlarin1 alternatif yontemler ve taktikler araciligiyla
dengelemeye calismaktadir. Bu cer¢evede asimetrik savas; cesitli alt tiirleri ve operasyonel
yontemleri kapsayan genis bir alani ifade etmektedir. Bunlar arasinda gerilla savasi, yer alt1 (gizli)
operasyonlari, 6zel kuvvet operasyonlari ve kacirma-kurtarma gorevleri bulunmaktadir. Bu
yontemlerin her biri farkli taktiksel mantiklara sahip olmakla birlikte, gii¢, drgiitlenme ve mesruiyet
alanlarindaki asimetrilerden yararlanmayi1 amaglayan daha genis bir stratejik hedef icerisinde yer
almaktadir. Bu yontemler arasinda gerilla savast 6zellikle dnemli bir konuma sahiptir. Gerilla
giicleri; hareket kabiliyeti, yerel bilgi, halk destegi ve esnek orgiitlenme yapilar1 sayesinde uzun
stireli ve diisiik yogunluklu gatismalar yoluyla konvansiyonel agidan iistiin rakiplere karsi miicadele
edebilmektedir. Sivil niifus igerisinde gizlenebilme, vur-ka¢ saldirilar1 gergeklestirme ve arazi
kosullarim1 kendi avantajlarina kullanma kapasiteleri, onlar1 asimetrik savas stratejilerinin temel
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unsurlarindan biri haline getirmektedir. Bu baglamda gerilla hareketleri yalnizca askeri bir taktik
olarak degil, ayn1 zamanda yerel halki ¢atigsmanin daha genis dinamiklerine dahil eden sosyo-politik
bir mekanizma olarak da islev gérmektedir (Korpe, 2023, ss. 18-21). Bunun yani sira, asimetrik
savas kavraminin esnek yapist; istihbarat aglari, psikolojik operasyonlar ve sosyo-politik seferberlik
gibi catismanin diger boyutlariyla da kesismesine olanak saglamaktadir. Bu ¢cok boyutlu 6zellik,
asimetrik savagin yalnizca bir dizi taktiksel uygulama olarak degil, askeri ve sivil alanlar arasindaki
sinirlart yeniden sekillendiren kapsamli bir stratejik paradigma olarak ele alinmasi gerektigini
gostermektedir.

Ho Chi Minh, Kim Lién kéyiinde dogmustur. 14 ile 18 yaslari arasinda Hué kentindeki bir
ortaokula devam etmis, burada temel akademik bilgisini edinmis ve entelektiiel diisiince yapisinin
temellerini olusturmustur. Daha sonra Phan Thiét bolgesinde 6gretmenlik yaparak egitim alanindaki
deneyimini gelistirmis ve Saigon’daki bir teknik enstitiide ¢iraklik egitimi alarak mesleki beceriler
kazanmigtir. Bu donemde aldig1 6rgiin ve uygulamali egitim, ilerleyen yillardaki entelektiiel ve
siyasal gelisiminin temelini olusturmustur.

Fransa’da gegirdigi alt1 y1l boyunca (1917-1923), Nguyén Ai Qudc (“Yurtsever Nguyén™)
takma adiyla aktif bir sosyalist olarak faaliyet gostermistir. Bu siirecte Fransa’daki Vietnamli
gocmenlerden olusan bir grup kurmus ve 1919 yilinda, I. Diinya Savasi’ni sona erdiren Versay Baris
Konferans: sirasinda biiyiik gili¢lerin temsilcilerine sekiz maddelik bir dilek¢e sunmustur. Bu
dilekgede, Fransiz somiirge yoOnetiminden Cinhindi’ndeki halklara esit haklar taninmasi talep
edilmistir. Her ne kadar bu girisim barig savunuculari tarafindan dikkate alinmamis olsa da, Ho Chi
Minh birgok siyasi biling sahibi Vietnamli i¢in kahraman figiir haline gelmistir. 1920 yilinda ise
Rusya’daki komiinist devrimin basarisindan ve Vladimir Lenin’in anti-emperyalist goriislerinden
etkilenerek, Aralik 1920°de Sosyalist Parti’den ayrilan Fransiz Komiinistlerine katilmistir. Bu
dénem, onun devrimci ve anti-emperyalist yoneliminin ideolojik temellerinin olugmasini saglamistir
(Brocheux, 2007, ss. 3—15; Neville, 2019, ss. 1-14).

Ho Chi Minh’in Vietnam’a yonelik giivenlik politikalar1 temelde iki ana unsur tarafindan
sekillendirilmistir. Bunlardan ilki, Japonya, Fransa ve Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nin Vietnam
lizerindeki ardigik isgallerinin olusturdugu tarihsel tehdit algisidir. Ikincisi ise Sovyetler
Birligi’ndeki egitimi araciligiyla benimsedigi komiinist ideoloji ve komsu Cin’de komiinist sistemin
yiikselen etkisidir.

Ho Chi Minh, Fransiz ve Amerikan iggallerine karst bir direnis bi¢imi olarak Vietnam
halkinin bilincini komiinist ideolojik ¢er¢evede gelistirmeyi amaglamistir. Bu dogrultuda halkin
diisiinsel olarak sekillendirilmesine yonelik politikalar gelistirmis ve su ilkeyi benimsemistir:
“Egitimin gorevi; entelektiiel seviyeyi yiikseltmek, insan kaynaklarmi gelistirmek, yetenekleri
desteklemek, iilkenin kalkinmasina katkida bulunmak ve Vietnam’in kiiltiiriinii ve insanini insa
etmektir.” (Ninh, 2023, ss. 79-80).

Ho Chi Minh’in giivenlik stratejisindeki ilk adim, toplum igerisindeki ideolojik bilinci
giiclendirmek olmustur. Bu nedenle literatiirde kendisi yalnizca bir komiinist teorisyen olarak degil,
ayni zamanda komiinist ilkeleri uygulamaya geciren bir lider olarak tanimlanmaktadir. Vietnamli
siyasetci Ha Huy Tap bu durumu &zellikle su sekilde ifade etmistir:

“Komiinist Parti, wksal miicadeleyi degil, simif miicadelesini yénlendirir.
Komiinist Parti proletaryamin  partisidir  ve enternasyonalizme  bagliligim
stirdiirebilmek i¢in milliyet¢i propagandaya karsi koymalidw. ‘Ulusun yeniden
canlanmast’ veya ‘ejderha ve peri soyunun yeniden dogusu’ gibi sloganlar

kullaniimamalidir; ¢iinkii Fransiz emperyalizmine karsi miicadelede milliyetcilikten
kaguilmalidir.” (Duiker, 2000, s. 255)
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Vietnam halkinin savasa katilimi yalnizca ideolojik temellere degil, ayn1 zamanda derin
tarihsel ve kiiltiirel geleneklere dayanmaktadir. Konfligyiis¢ii diisiince sisteminde devlete hizmet
etmek temel erdemlerden biri olarak kabul edilmektedir. Bu nedenle “ulus-ordu” kavrami Vietnam
toplumu i¢in yabanci bir anlayis degildir. Ho Chi Minh, Konfiigyiis¢ii felsefe ile komiinist ideolojiyi
pragmatik bir bigimde birlestirmis ve bu sentezi yonetim anlayisinda uygulamaya koymustur
(Duiker, 2000, ss. 30-31). Minh, Cuu Quoc gazetesinde yayimlanan “Common Sense” baglikli
makalesinde, devrimin gercek itici giiciiniin halk, 6zellikle de koylii sinifi oldugunu vurgulamistir
(Minh, 1954, ss. 65-70).

Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam direnisi sirasinda gerilla savagini yalnizca askeri bir taktik olarak
degil, halk merkezli bir strateji olarak degerlendirmistir. Ona gore savasin basarisi dogrudan yerel
halkin destegine ve katilimina bagliydi. Bu baglamda ordunun drgiitlenmesi ve askeri operasyonlarin
yiiriitiilmesi, koyliilerin sosyal ve ekonomik yagsamlarini bozmayacak sekilde gerceklestirilmistir.
Gerilla savasinda Ho Chi Minh; asimetrik taktiklerin sistematik kullanimini 6n plana ¢ikarmustir.
Pusular, sabotajlar, vur-ka¢ saldirilar1 ve tiinel sistemlerinin etkin kullanimi, 6nemli askeri
ustiinliiklere sahip diisman kuvvetlerine karsi kiigiik ve esnek birlikler tarafindan uygulanmistir. Bu
taktikler, 6zellikle Fransiz somiirge giiclerine karsi ve daha sonra Amerikan miidahalesi déneminde
Vietnam’in stilinliik saglamasinda kritik rol oynamistir. Ho Chi Minh’in stratejisi yalnizca askeri
operasyonlarla sinirli kalmamig, ayn1 zamanda toplumsal seferberligi de kapsamistir. Kadinlar,
koyliler ve yerel topluluklar; istihbarat toplama, lojistik destek saglama ve diisman hatlarinin
gerisindeki faaliyetler hakkinda bilgi verme gibi gdrevlerde aktif bicimde yer almistir (Pomeroy,
1968, ss. 200-215).

Mao Zedong, 1937 tarihli Gerilla Savasi Uzerine adli eserinde, gerilla savasinin kendine
0zgi ozellikleri ve amaglart oldugunu vurgulamigtir. Mao’ya gore askeri agidan zayif bir ulus, daha
giiclii bir saldirgana kars1 direnis araci olarak gerilla savasini benimseyebilir. Isgalci bir gii¢ zayif bir
ulusun derinliklerine ilerlediginde ve baskici bir isgal uyguladiginda; arazi, iklim ve toplumsal
kosullar iggalcinin ilerleyisini engelleyen unsurlara doniisebilir. Bu engeller stratejik bi¢imde
kullanildiginda, direnen halk icin avantaja gevrilebilir. Gerilla savasi, bu ilkenin taktiksel bir
yansimasidir; ¢evresel ve toplumsal asimetrilerden yararlanarak iistiin bir diismana kars1 direnme ve
sonunda onu yenme yontemidir (Tse-tung, 1937).

1941 yilinda Ho Chi Minh, Cin’in Liuchow kentinde Cinli General Chang Fa-k’wei ile
gorlismiis ve kisa siire sonra Ozel istihbarat egitimi almak iizere Kunming’e gonderilmistir. Cinli
yetkililer Ho Chi Minh’in komiinist ideolojisine kars1 temkinli yaklagsmalarina ragmen, Vietnam
icerisindeki istihbarat agindan yararlanmak amaciyla bu egitimi saglamiglardir. Bu donemde aldig:
egitim yalnizca askeri becerileri degil, ayn1 zamanda yerel halkin seferber edilmesi ve istihbarat
aglariin kurulmasi gibi gerilla savasinin temel prensiplerini de kapsamistir.

Ho Chi Minh liderligindeki Viet Minh, gerilla savagini1 yalnizca askeri bir ¢atigma olarak
degil, daha genis kapsaml bir siyasal ve orgiitsel miicadelenin temel unsuru olarak gormiistiir.
Gerilla giigleri, 6zellikle Tho etnik azinliginin yasadig stratejik bolgelerde, Fransizlarin ulasmasiin
zor oldugu daglik alanlarda iisler kurmustur. Bu bolgeler dogal koruma saglamis ve Fransiz
birliklerine yonelik pusu saldirilari i¢in uygun arazi kosullart sunmustur. Gerilla savasi, “Kurtulug
Komiteleri” ve “Halk Devrimci Komiteleri”nin olusturulmasi yoluyla kdylere kadar yayilmistir.
Propaganda birimleri araciligiyla siviller; vergi 6demeyi reddetme, grev yapma ve Japon ya da

Gerilla birlikleri, Fransiz ikmal hatlarini bozma, iletisim kanallarmi felg etme ve izole
edilmis askeri karakollara ani baskinlar diizenleme faaliyetlerine yogunlagsmistir. Fransiz ordusu
sehir merkezleri iizerindeki kontroliinii siirdiiriirken, Viet Minh kirsal bolgelerde Fransiz kuvvetlerini
gerilla taktikleriyle etkisiz hale getirmis ve diismanin birliklerini dagitmak zorunda kalmasina neden
olmustur. Ho Chi Minh, gerilla savasim “askeri zayiflig1 siyasal giicle dengeleme sanati” olarak
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kullanmistir. Cin’de aldig: istihbarat egitimi ile Vietnam’in yerel dinamiklerini birlestiren Ho Chi
Minh, bu unsurlar1 Fransiz somiirge yonetimine kars1 oldukga etkili bir direnis mekanizmasina
dontistiirmiistiir (McAlister, 1968, ss. 55-101).

Sonug olarak, Ho Chi Minh’in bagimsizlik miicadelesi yalnizca ideolojik bir hareket degil;
ayni zamanda pragmatik ve halk merkezli bir stratejiye dayanan bir direnis modelidir. Bu bakig
acisini destekleyen Vietnam National Defense Journal, su ifadeyi kullanmaktadir: “Genel olarak
silahli kuvvetlerin ve 6zellikle ordunun insasi, Bagskan Ho Chi Minh’in ideolojik mirasini tanimlayan
unsurlardan biridir.” (National Defense Journal, 2024). Ho Chi Minh’in stratejisi, ideolojiyi halk
destegi ve askeri orgiitlenme ile biitiinlestiren; yalnizca teorik sdylemin Stesine gegen kapsamli bir
direnis modeli ortaya koymaktadir.

Gerilla Savasi Taktikleri ve Tiinel Savasinin Onemi

Bu béliim éncelikle “gerilla” kavramin ele almaktadir. Gerilla terimi (Ispanyolca “savas”
anlamina gelen guerra kelimesinden tiiremistir), 19. yiizyilin baslarinda yasanan Yarimada Savasi
sirasinda ortaya cikmistir. Bu donemde, Ispanya’nin diizenli ordularinmn yenilgisinin ardindan
diizensiz Ispanyol savascilar ve siviller, Fransiz isgal gii¢lerine kars1 direnis gdstermistir. Bununla
birlikte, gerilla savasimin uygulanmasi ¢ok daha eski donemlere, hatta antik caglara kadar
uzanmaktadir. Ornegin Incil’de, Yesu liderligindeki Israilogullarinin Kenan’in fethi sirasinda taciz
ve pusu taktiklerini kullandig1 anlatilmaktadir (Central Intelligence Agency, 2002, s. 1).

Tirk Dil Kurumu’na gore gerilla; “diizenli bir orduya kars1 kiigiik birlikler halinde hafif
silahlarla savasan topluluk; bu toplulugun iiyesi, bagimsiz hareket eden c¢ete” olarak
tanimlanmaktadir (Tiirk Dil Kurumu, 2025). Amerika Birlesik Devletleri Deniz Kuvvetleri Enstitiisii,
gerillalart “kars1 isyancilar” (counter-insurgents) olarak tamimlarken, Dr. Otto Heilbrunn gerilla
savagsl ile terorizm arasindaki sinirlarin belirsizligine dikkat ¢ekmektedir (Heilbrunn, 1966, ss. 756—
757). Mao Zedong, gerilla savasini “kaginma sanati” olarak tanimlamis; yerel halkin destegini
kazanarak goériinmez bigimde hareket eden ve diizensiz savas yontemlerini kullanan silahli gruplarin
faaliyetleri olarak agiklamigtir (Samuels, 2005, ss. 80—103). Tarihgi Eric Hobsbawm ise gerillalarin,
donem veya askeri teknoloji seviyesinden bagimsiz olarak, temel anlamda konvansiyonel olmayan
silahl gii¢ler oldugunu vurgulamigtir (Hobsbawm, 1965, s. 59).

Savaglar arast donemde Kizil Ordu, asimetrik savas anlayisinda kapsamli bir doniisiim
gecirmistir. Bu degisim, biiyiik 6lciide Rus I¢ Savasi deneyimleri ve Carlik désneminden miras kalan
cok katmanli Oryantalist subay egitim sisteminin sadelestirilmesiyle baglantilidir. Carlik Rusyasi
doneminde askeri-oryantalist egitim alaninda uzmanlagmis birgok kurum bulunmasia ragmen,
Sovyet doneminde bu sorumluluk biiylik Ol¢ide M. V. Frunze Askerl Akademisi’nin Dogu
Departmani tarafindan iistlenilmistir.

1920°1i yillarda bu boliimiin miifredatina ilk kez “Dogu cephelerindeki miicadelelerin dogasi
ve bigimleri” ilizerine 6zel olarak yogunlasan dersler eklenmistir. Bu derslerde, Callwell’in “Kii¢iik
Savaglar” (Small Wars) kavramina benzeyen analiz gerceveleri kullanilmis ve Bat1 dis1 bolgelerdeki
catismalar1 incelemek amaciyla “Diisiik Kiiltiirlii Cephelerde Savas” gibi basliklar altinda ¢aligmalar
yiiritilmiistir. 1930°1u yillara gelindiginde bu dersler, genel olarak “Kiiciik Savas” basligi altinda
daha sistematik bir héle getirilmis ve kapsami 6nemli 6lgiide genisletilmistir.

Bu miifredat yalnizca emperyalist giliglerin uyguladigi kars1 isyan yontemlerini incelemekle
kalmamais; ayn1 zamanda Marksist-Leninist silahli ayaklanma ve gerilla savas1 doktrinine dayanan
devrimci isyan taktiklerini de ele almistir. Her ne kadar ideolojik bir temele dayansa da, Kizil
Ordu’nun “kiiciik savas” anlayis1 giderek askeri, siyasal ve sosyo-ekonomik boyutlarin birbirinden
ayrilamayacagin kabul eden biitiinlesik bir yaklagima dontigmiistiir.

Bu teorik doniisiim, Kizil Ordu’nun Orta Asya’daki Basmaci Hareketi’nin bastirilmasi
sirasinda edindigi operasyonel deneyimlerden de etkilenmistir. Bunun sonucunda Sovyet askeri
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diisiincesi, diizensiz savasa yalnizca taktiksel bir yaklagim gelistirmekten cikarak, karsi isyan
faaliyetlerini kapsayan stratejik bir anlayisa evrilmistir. Bu geligim, Biiyiik Savag sonrasinda varligin
stirdliren diger somiirge sonrasi devletlerde goriilen benzer doniisiimlerle paralellik gdstermistir
(Malkin ve Lezin, 2022, ss. 78—80).

Vietnam Savagi’nin sona ermesinden onlarca yil gegcmesine ragmen, Sovyet istihbaratinin
bu catigmadaki roliiniin kapsami hala kesin olarak bilinmemektedir. Sovyetler Birligi, 6zellikle KGB
ve GRU gibi son derece yetkin istihbarat kurumlarina sahipti ve bu kurumlar Kuzey Vietnam ile
Giliney Vietnam’daki komiinist giiclere 6nemli stratejik avantajlar saglayabilecek kapasiteye sahipti.
Bazi iddialar, Sovyet istihbaratinin sinyal istihbarat1 faaliyetleri veya sifreleri ¢6ziilmiis iletisimler
araciligryla Amerikan hava operasyonlar1 hakkinda erken uyarilar saglamis olabilecegini 6ne siirse
de, Vietnam gii¢lerine dogrudan istihbarat aktarimini kesin bi¢imde dogrulayan acik ve kesin kanitlar
ortaya konulamamistir (Pribbenow, 2014, ss. 1-4).

Vietnam istihbaratinin ilk gelisim asamalarinda, Viet Cong istihbarat yapilari biiyiik 6lgiide
Sovyet etkisinden bagimsiz olarak gelismistir. Fransiz somiirge yonetimine kars1 yiiriitiilen direnis
doneminde, Vietnamli istihbarat liderleri II. Diinya Savasi sirasinda Ingiliz ve Amerikan istihbarat
personelinden egitim almigtir. Ayrica, ilk Viet Minh istihbarat egitimlerinin, savas sonrasinda
Vietnam’da kalan ve devrimci harekete katilan Japon bir subay tarafindan organize edildigi
bildirilmektedir.

Marksist-Leninist askeri doktrinlerden etkilenen Ho Chi Minh, basarili bir savas i¢in halk
desteginin temel unsur oldugunu savunmustur. Ona gore bu yaklagim, ulusal kurtulus miicadelesiyle
dogrudan baglantiliydi. Amerikan silahli kuvvetlerinin teknolojik istiinliigiinii kabul etmekle
birlikte, Ho Chi Minh konvansiyonel savas yontemlerinin sinirliliklarimi gérmiistiir. Bu nedenle
gerilla birliklerinin pusu, sabotaj ve vur-ka¢ stratejileri aracilifiyla operasyonel inisiyatifi ele
gecirmesi gerektigini savunmustur (Tran ve Cao, 2024, ss. 1982—1984).

Ho Chi Minh, Mao Zedong ile tanistigi andan itibaren onu bir rehber olarak gérmiis ve
Mao’nun askeri diisiincelerini kendi stratejilerine yon vermek amaciyla dikkatle inceleyip not
almistir. Viet Cong tarafindan kullanilan gerilla savasi taktikleri, biiyiik 6l¢lide Cin askeri
doktrinlerinden etkilenmistir. Bu baglamda, tiinel savasinin temel ilkelerinden biri olan “Kusat—
Noktala—Vur—Takviye” taktigi, diger adiyla “balik avlama taktigi”, 6nemli bir yere sahiptir.

Bu taktik; belirli bir bolgenin kusatilarak diisman kuvvetlerinin bolgeye ¢ekilmesini, gelen
takviye birliklerinin imha edilmesini ve ¢atigma alaninin kontrol altinda tutulmasini amaglamaktadir.
Saldirilar beklenmedik zamanlarda iistiin kuvvet kullanilarak baglatilir; diigman takviyeleri dnceden
kontrol edilen bir savas alanina ¢ekilir. Kusatma, pusu ve uzun menzilli ani saldirilar gibi gesitli
yontemler ayn1 anda uygulanir. Diismanin tamamen yok edilmesinin miimkiin olmadigi durumlarda,
savas giiclinii korumak amaciyla geri ¢ekilmeye izin verilir. Tiim personel, operasyon Oncesinde
harekétin durumu, hedefleri ve komuta anlayisi hakkinda bilgilendirilerek yiiksek moral ve etkili
koordinasyon saglanir (Chung, 1969, ss. 3-6).

Bu tiineller; kamuflaj sistemleri, giivenlik onlemleri, kagis yollar1 ve gelismis bubi tuzakl
kapilariyla dikkat ¢eken bir mithendislik harikasi olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Viet Cong, tiineller
igerisinde havalandirma sistemleri, drenaj kanallar1 ve kagis giizergahlari gibi yenilik¢i hayatta kalma
mekanizmalar gelistirmistir (Mongold ve Penycate, 1985, ss. 110-115).

Gerilla savasinin esnek ve halk merkezli yapisi, Marksist feminist bakis agisiyla kadinlarin
devrimci miicadeleye katilimini miimkiin kilan bir ¢erceve olusturmustur. Halk destegine dayali
gerilla taktikleri, kadinlarin lojistik, istihbarat ve dogrudan ¢atisma gibi alanlarda roller tistlenmesine
olanak saglamis; bdylece kadinlan ataerkil gii¢ yapilarma kars1 yiiriitiilen devrimci siirecte aktif
aktorlere doniistiirmiistiir.
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Resim 1. Chu Chi Tiinel Minyatiirii

Viet Cong’un tiinel savasindaki basarisina katki saglayan en kritik unsurlardan biri, kirsal
Vietnam koyliilerinin destegi olmustur. Viet Cong, Giiney Vietnam’daki koyliilerin “kalplerini ve
zihinlerini” kazanmay1 basarmistir. Koyliilere giinliik islerinde yardimci olmus ve Ho Chi Minh ile
Komiinist Parti adina toprak, daha biiyiik refah ve 6zgiirliikk vaatlerinde bulunmuslardir (BBC, t.y.).

Giindiizleri Viet Cong savascilart cogu zaman ¢iftci kiligina girerken, geceleri tuzak kurma,
pusu diizenleme ve silahli ¢atigmalara katilma gibi gerilla faaliyetleri yiiriitmiislerdir. Teknolojik
acidan gelismis silah ve ekipmanlardan yoksun olmalarina ragmen, Vietnam’in dogal cevresini
ustalikla kullanmuglardir. Ornegin, 8 Agustos 2023 tarihinde Don Thap bolgesi Bien Bao So Do’da
gorev yapan Vietnaml yetkililer tarafindan aktarildig tizere, Viet Cong savascilart:

e Amerikan birliklerinin hareket gilizergahlarina tuzak kurmak amaciyla Vietnam kobrasindan
elde edilen zehirle kaplanmis sivriltilmis bambu kaziklar1 hazirlamis,

e Agag tepelerinden toplanan yabani ar1 kovanlarini diisman birliklerinin iizerine birakmus,

e Alisilmisin disinda saldir1 yontemleri kapsaminda, egitimli kdpeklere patlayicilar baglayarak
diisman birliklerinin arasina géndermistir.

Dogal ¢evrenin unsurlarin1 operasyonel yontemlerine entegre ederek, teknolojik agidan tistiin
bir rakibi yipratan ve hareket kabiliyetini azaltan asimetrik taktikler gelistirmislerdir. Bu yaklagim
yalmzca diisman kuvvetleri tlizerindeki psikolojik baskiyr artirmakla kalmamis, ayni zamanda
diizensiz catigma ortamlarinda alisilmamis savas yoOntemlerinin stratejik degerini de ortaya
koymustur.

Resim 2. Viet Cong Dogal Tuzaklama Yo6ntemi ve Ho Chi Minh Karargahi Saldiri-Kagis
Ttiinelleri

Kaynak: Anda¢ Karabulut, Donh Thop Vietnam, 08.08.2023

Cok sayida Amerikan askerinin, Viet Cong’un genis ¢apta kullandigi pusu, mayin ve bubi
tuzag taktikleri nedeniyle hayatini kaybettigi genel olarak kabul edilmektedir. ABD Ordusu
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Karargahi tarafindan yayimlanan raporlar, bu gerilla stratejilerine karsilik olarak egitim
programlarinin yeniden diizenlenmesi ve gelistirilmesi gerektigini vurgulamistir. Viet Cong, mayin
ve tuzaklart yerel olarak temin edilebilen malzemelerle iiretirken, ayni zamanda Amerikan
kuvvetlerinden ele gecirilen birgok geleneksel silah1 da etkili bicimde kullanmistir (The New York
Times, 1964; Department of the Army Training Circular, 1967, ss. 2—4).

1960’larin basinda, Vietham Cumbhuriyeti Ordusu’na (ARVN) destek saglamak amaciyla
Amerika Birlesik Devletleri tarafindan gorevlendirilen askeri danismanlar, baslangicta Viet Cong’un
saldir1  operasyonlarmi diizensiz, dogaclama ve goriinlisgte rastgele faaliyetler olarak
degerlendirmistir. ilk bakista, Viet Cong tarafindan gerceklestirilen cesitli askeri ve paramiliter
eylemler arasinda tutarli bir yap1 veya stratejik biitiinliik bulunmadig1 goriilmekteydi. Bu faaliyetleri
birlestiren tek belirgin unsur, Giiney Vietnam iizerinde siyasi ve askeri kontrol kurma hedefleriydi.

Ancak bu degerlendirme bazi temel sorular1 giindeme getirmistir: Goriiniiste
koordinasyondan yoksun bu saldirilar, nasil olup da baz1 bolgelerde somut toprak kazanimlarina yol
acabilmistir? Ayrica Viet Cong, ARVN’nin daha iistiin ates giicline sahip olmasina ragmen, nasil
zaman zaman taktiksel Gstiinliik kurabilmistir? Bu sorular, Viet Cong operasyonlarinin arkasinda
daha derin bir orgiitsel yap1 ve yoOntemsel yaklagimin bulundugunu ortaya c¢ikarmistir. Zaman
icerisinde, bu “gortiniirdeki diizensizligin” aslinda sistematik bir yontemi gizledigi anlagilmistir;
baska bir ifadeyle, bu durum “kaosun iginde bir diizen” olarak nitelendirilebilir.

Viet Cong’un temel saldir1 taktigi zamanla belirginlesmis ve askeri literatiirde daha sonra
“Bir Yavag, Dort Hizl1” (One Slow, Four Quick) stratejisi olarak tanimlanmistir. Bu yaklasim, Viet
Cong’un neredeyse tiim askeri faaliyetlerinin temelini olusturan bes agsamali operasyonel bir modeli
ifade etmektedir. Bu sablon, orgiitiin tiim operasyonel davranislarini agiklamasa da; tahkim edilmig
mevzilere veya sivil bolgelere yonelik saldirilardan askeri konvoylara ve piyade birliklerine kurulan
pusulara, hizli baskinlardan diisikk yogunluklu taciz operasyonlarina kadar Viet Cong’un
gergeklestirdigi hemen hemen tiim ¢atigmalarda tekrar eden yapisal bir 6zellik olarak goriilmektedir
(Department of the Army, 1973, ss. 6-8).

Bu ¢alismanin en 6zgiin katkilarindan biri, Vietnam’da Ho Chi Minh City ve Dong Thap
bolgesinde 17 Temmuz—17 Agustos 2023 tarihleri arasinda gerceklestirilen saha ¢caligmalari sirasinda
toplanan birincil verilere dayanmasidir. Arastirma, gerilla savagi uygulamalarini yerinde
gozlemlemeyi amaglamis ve Vietnam Savasi’na dogrudan katilmis veya savasa taniklik etmis
kisilerle yar1 yapilandirilmis goriismeler gerceklestirilmistir.

Bu kapsamda, ABD kuvvetlerine kars1 aktif olarak savasmis emekli Viet Cong subay1 Bui
Ngoc Em’in oglu ile gergeklestirilen bir roportajda dnemli bir anlati kaydedilmistir. Katilimci, Viet
Cong’un pusu ve bubi tuzagi taktiklerine iligkin su ayrintilar1 paylasmistir:

“Viet Cong, kostebekler gibi yer altinda yasiyordu. Amerikalilar ormanda ilerlerken
tuzaklar dogrudan yolun iizerine yerlestirilmiyordu; yolun kenarlarinda, gizlenme noktalarinin
bulundugu alanlara kuruluyordu. Viet Cong patikadan ates actiginda, Amerikalilar i¢giidiisel olarak
korunmak i¢in mevzilere yoneliyordu ve tam da bu noktalarda gizlenmis mayinlara veya tuzaklara
baswyorlardL.”

Bu taktik yaklagim, diismanin dogal savunma reflekslerini 6ngérmeye ve hareketlerini
onceden hazirlanmis tehlike bolgelerine yonlendirmeye dayanmiyordu. Bu yontem, Cin askeri
doktrininden biiytik 6l¢iide etkilenen ve “balik avlama taktigi” olarak da bilinen “Kusat — Sabitle —
Vur — Takviye” (Encircle — Fix — Strike — Reinforce) ydnteminin operasyonel mantigini
yansitmaktadir. Ayrica bu yaklagim, gerilla direnisinin yerel cografya ve halk destegi temelinde
sekillendigi Mao Zedong’un 1937 tarihli “halk savas1” (people’s war) doktrini ile biiyiik olgiide
ortiismektedir. Ho Chi Minh, bu doktrini Vietnam kosullarina basarili bigimde uyarlamis; taktiksel
yenilikleri kitlesel seferberlikle birlestirmistir. Bunun sonucunda yalnizca askeri basari elde
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edilmemis, ayni zamanda kalict toplumsal dayanisma ve ulusal biling de giiclendirilmistir
(anadolusanat.org, 2026).

Ho Chi Minh déneminde uygulanan tiinel kullanimi, savas anlayis1 iizerinde derin bir etki
yaratmistir. Tiineller, hava bombardimanlarindan ve diigman atesinden korunmay1 saglayarak
birliklerin hayatta kalma ihtimalini 6énemli 6lgiide artiran neredeyse asilmaz bir koruma bigimi
sunmustur. Bu yapilar, birliklerin farkl1 zamanlarda ve farkli noktalarda beklenmedik bi¢cimde ortaya
¢ikmasina olanak saglayarak diismanin hazirliksiz yakalanmasini miimkiin kilmistir. Ornegin, Kuzey
Kore’deki tiinel sistemlerinin temel amaci, hiz ve siirpriz unsurundan yararlanarak operasyonel
inisiyatifi ele gecirmektir. Bu yer alt1 aglar; fark edilmeden hareket etmeyi, muharebe faaliyetlerini
ve lojistik ikmali kolaylastirmistir.

Ayrica tiineller, tespit edilmesi son derece zor olan giivenli ve gizli barinaklar ile depolama
alanlar1 olarak da kullanilmistir. Bu yapilar, kiigiik birliklerin kendilerinden ¢ok daha biiyiik ve
teknolojik olarak iistiin kuvvetleri geciktirmesine veya etkisiz hale getirmesine olanak saglayan bir
kuvvet carpani islevi gormiistiir. Ozellikle Kuzey Kore 6rneginde, bu sistemlerin biiyiik miktarda
personel ve ekipmanin hizli sekilde konuslandirilmasini destekleyebildigi ve saatte 10.000 askere
kadar kapasite saglayabildigi belirtilmektedir. Diigman ilerleyisini engellemenin yani sira tiineller,
saldiran kuvvetler iizerinde psikolojik agidan moral bozucu bir etki de olusturmustur.

Amerikan I¢ Savas: gibi tarihsel drnekler, tiinellerin ve toprak tahkimatlarinin kars: tarafin
stratejilerini degistirmeye zorladigini; bazi durumlarda operasyonlart haftalarca geciktirdigini ve
savunan taraf icin sembolik bir “manevi zafer” sagladigini gdstermektedir. Tiinel aglarinin
temizlenmesi ve yok edilmesi, saldiran kuvvetler acisindan biiyiik insani ve operasyonel maliyetler
dogurmustur. Gizlenme, koruma, siirpriz saldirt kapasitesi ve 6zellikle hava iistlinliigii gibi rakibin
teknolojik avantajlarini etkisiz hale getirme Ozelliklerini bir araya getiren tiineller, askeri tarih
boyunca oldukea etkili bir taktik ara¢ olarak kendini kanitlamistir (Reece, 1997, ss. 7-29).

Vietnamli komiinist lider Ho Chi Minh, sikga atif yapilan su séziiyle devrimci miicadelede
kadinlarin merkezi roliinii vurgulamigtir: “Kadinlar niifusun yarisini  olusturur. Kadinlar
ozgiirlesmeden toplum oOzgiirlesemez.” Bu ifade yalnizca toplumsal cinsiyet esitligine yonelik
ideolojik baghligi yansitmakla kalmamakta, ayn1 zamanda gerilla savasi ve asimetrik catisma
cergevesinde kadinlarin stratejik onemini de ortaya koymaktadir.

Vietnam Savagi baglaminda kadinlar, geleneksel savas anlayisindaki muharip rollerin ¢ok
Otesine gecen ¢ok yonlil ve vazgecilmez gorevler iistlenmistir. Bunun en dikkat ¢ekici 6rneklerinden
biri, ¢gogunlukla kadin gerilla savascilarindan ve destekgilerinden olugan Uzun Saghi Ordu (Long-
Haired Army veya Long-Haired Warriors) adli orgiittiir. Bu grup, Viet Cong askeri stratejisinin
belirleyici unsurlarindan biri olan tiinel savaginda 6zellikle 6nemli bir rol oynamastir.

Gerilla katiliminin yalnizca dogrudan silahli miicadeleyle tanimlandig1 varsayiminin aksine,
Uzun Sa¢hi Ordu’nun katkilar1 biiyiik dlgiide savas disi ancak stratejik agidan kritik alanlarda
yogunlagsmistir. Bu gorevler arasinda lojistik destek, saglik hizmetleri ve ilk yardim, yiyecek temini
ve dagitimi ile yer alt1 tiinel aglarinin korunmasi yer almaktadir. Bu faaliyetler, yogun askeri baski
kosullarinda hareket kabiliyeti, gizlilik ve dayamiklilik saglayarak gerilla operasyonlarinin
sirdiirtilebilirligini miimkiin kilmigtir. Ayrica kadinlarin tiinel savasindaki rolii, asimetrik savagin
temel 6zelliklerinden biri olan sivil ve askeri alanlarin biitiinlesmesini gdstermektedir. Kadinlar tiinel
sistemlerinin i¢inde ve ¢evresinde faaliyet gostererek yalnizca direnisin fiziksel altyapisina degil,
ayn1 zamanda yerel topluluklarin sosyal 6rgiitlenmesine ve dayanikliligina da katkida bulunmustur.
Bu nedenle kadmlarm rolleri yalmzca yardimer gorevlerle simirlandirilamaz; aksine Viet Cong
taktiklerinin operasyonel ve stratejik etkinliginin temel unsurlarindan birini olugturmustur. Sonug
olarak, Uzun Sagl Ordu 6rnegi, kadinlarin gerilla savasina katiliminin hem pratik bir gereklilik hem
de stratejik bir avantaj olarak degerlendirilmesi gerektigini gostermektedir. Bu durum, asimetrik
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savasin toplumun tiim kesimlerinin seferber edilmesine dayandigi yoniindeki temel argiimani
giiclendirmektedir (Davrennes, 2019, ss. 110-115).

Ho Chi Minh ve Viet Cong’un istihbarat Operasyonlar

Kurucu lider Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam’in istihbarat doktrininin sekillenmesinde ve iilkenin
istihbarat yapilanmasinin teorik temellerinin olusturulmasinda belirleyici bir rol oynamistir. Bu
temeller, 1955-1975 yillart arasinda Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nin Vietnam’daki miidahalesi
doneminde etkili bicimde uygulanmistir. Ho Chi Minh’in komiinist ideolojisi ve Cin lideri Mao
Zedong ile olan yakin siyasi ve ideolojik iliskisi, Vietnam istihbarat yapisinin olusumunu 6nemli
Olciide etkilemistir. Komiinist ¢ercevede benimsenen asimetrik savas stratejisi, sivil halkin aktif
bicimde seferber edilmesini zorunlu kilmis ve bdylece istihbarat faaliyetlerinin yerel topluluklarla
yakin koordinasyon igerisinde yiiriitiilmesini saglamistir. Bu baglamda, halkin katilimi1 ve toplumsal
destek, operasyonel basarinin vazgeg¢ilmez unsurlarini olusturmustur.

Amerikan miidahalesi, Vietnam’a onemli bir pratik deneyim alani saglamis; ulusal gii¢
unsurlarinin daha etkili bicimde seferber edilmesine ve savas stratejilerinin gelistirilmesine olanak
tanimugtir. Vietnam, teknolojik istiinliige sahip bir rakibe kars1 asimetrik savas taktikleri kullanarak
hem yerel destek aglarindan hem de komiinizmin sagladigi ideolojik motivasyondan kaynaklanan
stratejik avantajlari en {ist diizeye ¢ikarmistir. Catisma boyunca askeri, siyasal ve istihbarat yapilari
biitiinlesmis bir operasyonel cerceve icerisinde birlestirilmis; bu durum Vietnam’in direnis
kapasitesini giliglendirmis ve uzun vadeli etkili bir stratejinin gelistirilmesine katki saglamuigtir.
Ozellikle Vietnam, ulusal giicii birbirinden bagimsiz araglarm toplami olarak degil; istihbarat
merkezli ve birbirine bagl biitiinlesik bir sistem olarak degerlendirmistir.

Sun Tzu, savasta istihbaratin merkezi Onemini vurgulamis ve su ifadeyi kullanmistir:
“Savagta etkinligin ve zaferin tek unsuru olan siirpriz faktorii; rakip hakkinda tam bilgiye sahip olmak
ve kisinin kendisinin bilinmez kalmasi arasindaki dengenin korunmasina baglidir. Bu nedenle gizlilik
ve aldatma sanatlar1 savasin temel unsurlaridir.” (Tzu, 2008, s. 18). Bu diisiinsel ¢erceve igerisinde
Ho Chi Minh, her Vietnam vatandasini potansiyel bir savas¢i ve istihbarat unsuru olarak
degerlendirmistir. Bu faaliyetleri kurumsallastirmak ve daha etkin héle getirmek amaciyla,
operasyonel giivenligi ve orgiitsel verimliligi saglamaya yonelik hiicresel sisteme dayanan “iiziim
salkimi modeli” (grapevine model) olarak adlandirilan profesyonel bir oOrgiitlenme yapist
olusturmustur (Akyar, 2016, s. 15).

Vietnam’m Fransa, Japonya, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri ve Kambogya’daki Pol Pot
rejimine karsi elli yili agkin siiren miicadelesi, orgiitlii silahli direnis tarihinin uzun bir drnegini
olusturmaktadir. Vietnam giiclerinin devrimci teoriyi pratik gerilla savagina doniistiirmesi, dnemli
bir operasyonel deneyim yaratmis ve bu deneyim daha sonra Vietnam’in istihbarat ve savas
doktrinlerinin gelisimine katki saglamistir.

Niccolo Machiavelli, 1520 tarihli Dell arte della guerra adli eserinde istihbarat faaliyetlerine
0zel bir onem atfetmistir. Machiavelli’ye gore casusluk, askeri operasyonlarin en kritik boyutlarindan
birini olusturmakta ve savas oncesinde dogru ve giivenilir istihbarat elde edilmesi vazgec¢ilmez bir
gereklilikti. Ayrica askeri karargahlarin ve komuta yapilarinin gizliliginin korunmasinin dnemini
vurgulamistir. Machiavelli, istihbaratin stratejik degerini su sekilde ifade etmistir:

“Diismammnizin swrlarin 6grenmek ve orgiitlenmesini anlamak istiyorsaniz, bazilari elgiler
ve onlarla birlikte hem asker hem de sivil kiligina girmis kisiler gonderir. Bu kisiler diisman
ordusunu gozlemler, giiclii ve zayif yonlerini inceler ve diigmani yenmek icin firsatlar olusturur.
Digerleri ise diigman planlarint ortaya ¢itkarmak amaciyla giivendikleri kisileri siirgiine génderir.

Bunun yanm swra esirlerin ele gegirilmesi de benzer sirlarin elde edilmesini saglayabilir.”
(Machiavelli, 1521, ss. 150-200).
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Ho Chi Minh, devrimci gerilla ve milis birliklerine dogrudan catismanin 6tesinde, sistematik
istihbarat toplama sorumluluklar1 da yiiklemistir. Ancak bu operasyonlarin etkinligi, Vietnam’m
cografi ve toplumsal agidan farklilik gosteren bolgelerinde yasayan ¢esitli etnik gruplarin is birligine
biiyiik 6l¢lide bagliydi. Bu is birligi, diisman kuvvetleri ve yabanci aktorler hakkinda kapsaml ve
giivenilir bilgilerin elde edilmesini kolaylastirmistir (Akyar, 2016, s. 27). Bu tarihsel miras, 21.
ylizyildaki ¢agdas Vietnam istihbarat yapilanmasinin sekillenmesine de katkida bulunmustur.

Soguk Savas doneminde Vietnam; az gelismis, agirlikli olarak kirsal kdylii niifusa sahip bir
iilke olarak, devrimci hareket i¢erisinde dnemli roller iistlenen sivil ve gerilla savaggilarindan olugan
paramiliter yapilarin ortaya ¢ikigia taniklik etmistir. 1955 yilinda iilkenin Kuzey ve Giiney Vietnam
olarak bdliinmesinin ardindan, Kuzey’den gelen komiinist gerillalar propaganda faaliyetleri
yliriitmek amaciyla Giiney’deki kurumlara ve askeri yapilara sizmistir. Bu faaliyetler devrimci siirece
onemli katkilar saglamistir.

Moskova’da egitim almis olan Ho Chi Minh, Merkezi Istihbarat Teskilat1 (CIA) tarafindan
propaganda ve gizli siyasi Orgiitlenme alanlarinda uzman bir lider olarak degerlendirilmistir.
Vietnam’in bagimsizlik miicadelesi boyunca gizli propaganda operasyonlari1 genis kapsamli bigimde
yiiriitiilmiis; Fransiz makamlariyla is birligi yapan Vietnamli unsurlar ise muhbir aglar araciligiyla
tespit edilerek etkisiz hale getirilmistir.

Literatiirde siklikla Ho Chi Minh’in Cin Komdinist Partisi ile yakin iliskileri vurgulanmasina
ragmen, CIA bu yapilanmay1 bir “yeralt1 6rgiitli” olarak tanimlamistir. Bu baglamda, Cin Komiinist
Partisi’nin Ho Chi Minh’in gizli operasyon yontemlerini sekillendiren en etkili pratik modellerden
biri oldugu ileri siiriilebilir (Central Intelligence Agency, 1949, ss. 1-10).

Ho Chi Minh liderliginde gelistirilen istihbarat doktrini, kitlesel katilima dayali asimetrik
savas stratejileriyle biitlinlestirilmis ve ulusal gii¢ unsurlariin koordinasyonu yoluyla operasyonel
etkinligi artirmistir. Bunun yani sira, istihbarat aglarinin profesyonel hiicresel orgiitlenme modeliyle
yapilandirilmasi ve uluslararasi komiinist baglantilar, Vietnam direnis hareketlerinin basarisinda
belirleyici rol oynamistir. Bu tarihsel deneyim, giiniimiiz Vietnam istihbarat kurumlariin kurumsal
yapisint derinden etkilemistir.

Vietnamli gerilla giicleri tarafindan kullanilan istihbarat sisteminin etkinligi, biiylik 6l¢iide
iletisim aglarinin hizi, dayamiklihigi ve orgiitsel gelismisligiyle agiklanabilir. Giivenilir bilgi
akislarinin bulunmadig1 durumlarda gerilla birlikleri izolasyon ve operasyonel felg riskiyle karst
karstya kalmaktaydi. Iletisim yontemleri agirlikli olarak dogal ve diisiik goriiniirliiklii isaretleme
tekniklerine dayaniyordu. Daglik bolgelerde kus sesleri veya kdylerde kdpek havlamalari gibi
onceden belirlenmis sesler, bulugma noktalarini belirtmek amaciyla kullaniliyordu. Yonlendirme
bilgileri ve operasyonel mesajlar ise agaclara veya duvarlara birakilan sifreli isaretler araciligiyla
aktariliyordu. Giindiiz saatlerinde kullanilan duman isaretleri ve geceleri kullanilan ates sinyalleri
gibi gorsel iletisim yontemleri, uzun mesafeli koordinasyonu kolaylastirtyordu.

Hareket operasyonlar1 sirasinda gerilla birlikleri, ana kuvvetin 6niinde genellikle sivil
kiyafetler giymis kisilerden olusan kesif unsurlar1 kullaniyordu. Bu gorevliler siipheli faaliyetleri
veya potansiyel tehditleri tespit etmek ve elde ettikleri bilgileri komutanlara aktarmaktan
sorumluydu. Bdylece pusuya diisme riski en aza indiriliyordu. Demiryollarin1 hedef alan sabotaj
operasyonlarinda ise hedef bdlgelerde bulunan ajanlarla kurulan gizli iletisim, saldir i¢in en uygun
zamanin belirlenmesini sagliyor ve bu durum operasyonel basariin temel unsurlarindan birini
olusturuyordu.

Devrimei hareket genisledikge, istihbarat kapasitesi geleneksel yontemlerin yani sira telsiz
ve telefon gibi teknik iletisim araglarinin kullanilmasiyla daha da giiclendirilmistir. Bu hibrit iletisim
modeli, koordinasyonu, esnekligi ve operasyonel etkinligi 6nemli 6l¢iide artirmistir (O’ Dowd, 2012,
ss. 573-580).
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Viet Cong’un ilk orgilitlenme asamalarinda silahli birlikler agirlikli olarak erkek
savascilardan olugmaktaydi. Ancak ¢atigmanin yogunlagsmasiyla, oOzellikle tiinel savaginin
yayginlagmasiyla birlikte kadinlar giderek daha onemli roller iistlenmeye baslamistir. Bu roller
ozellikle ikmal malzemelerinin tasinmasi, tiinel sistemlerinin korunmasi ve saglik hizmetlerinin
saglanmasi gibi lojistik destek faaliyetlerinde yogunlagmustir.

Baslangicta bu gorev dagilimi geleneksel bir is boliimii seklinde goriilse de, Ho Chi Minh
kadinlarin yardimci rollerin otesindeki stratejik potansiyelini fark etmis ve ozellikle istihbarat
faaliyetlerindeki etkinliklerini vurgulamistir. Bu dogrultuda kadinlar yalnizca devrimci yapinin genel
isleyisine dahil edilmemis, ayn1 zamanda dogrudan istihbaratla iligkili gorevlere bilingli olarak
yonlendirilmistir.

Bu ¢ercevede kadinlar, istihbarat toplama, bilgi aktarimi ve gizli iletisim aglarinin merkez1
unsurlar haline gelmistir. Hem kirsal hem de kentsel alanlarda dikkat ¢cekmeden hareket edebilme
yetenekleri, onlari son derece etkili istihbarat tasiyicilart haline getirmistir. Vietnamli kadinlar;
koylii, pazar saticis1 veya giinliikk faaliyetlerini siirdiiren bakicilar gibi siradan sivil kimliklere
biirlinerek hassas bilgileri toplama, tasima ve aktarma faaliyetlerini erkek ajanlarin ¢ogu zaman
ulagsamayacag1 hiz, esneklik ve gizlilik diizeyinde gergeklestirebilmistir. Bu kapasite, Viet Cong
kuvvetlerinin operasyonel uyum kabiliyetini ve etkinligini 6nemli 6l¢ilide artirmistir (Borton, 2018,
ss. 3—13).

Istihbarat faaliyetlerine ek olarak kadinlar, propaganda ve toplumsal seferberlik
kampanyalarinda da aktif roller {istlenmistir. Kirsal topluluklarin orgiitlenmesinde, Vietnamli
kadinlarin ve genglerin devrimei harekete kazandirilmasinda ve siyasi bilinglerinin gelistirilmesinde
onemli gorevler yiiriitmiislerdir. Istihbarat faaliyetleri ile sosyo-politik seferberligi birlestiren bu gift
yonlii rol, kadinlarin asimetrik savas igerisindeki katiliminin ¢ok boyutlu niteligini gostermektedir.

Akademik calismalar da bu katkilarmn stratejik dnemini vurgulamaktadir. Ornegin Heather
Marie Stur, kadinlarin gézlem yetenekleri ve sosyal ile gevresel ayrintilara gosterdikleri dikkat
sayesinde istihbarat faaliyetlerinde Ozellikle etkili olduklarini belirtmektedir. Kadinlarin yerel
dinamiklerdeki kiigiik degisimleri yorumlama, olagandisi durumlarn fark etme ve kritik bilgileri
aktarma becerileri, Viet Cong operasyonlarmin dayanikliligini ve tepki verme kapasitesini dnemli
Olctide giiglendirmistir.

Bu unsurlar birlikte degerlendirildiginde, kadinlarin yalnizca yardimci unsurlar olmadigi;
aksine Viet Cong’un asimetrik savas stratejisinin temel bilesenlerinden birini olusturdugu
goriilmektedir. Kadinlarin istihbarat, lojistik ve propaganda aglarina dahil edilmesi, ¢atismanin
yapisal asimetrilerinden yararlanmak amaciyla toplumsal cinsiyet rollerinin stratejik bigimde
yeniden diizenlendigini gostermektedir. Boylece kadinlarin katilimi, devrimci savasin genel
etkinligini artiran temel unsurlardan biri haline gelmistir (Borton, 2018, ss. 3—13).

Gerilla Savasinda Kadinlarin Rolii

Gina Marie Weaver'in Ideologies of Forgetting: Rape in the Vietnam War adli eseri,
Amerikan askerlerinin Vietnamli kadinlara yonelik cinsel siddet uygulamalarini agik bi¢cimde ortaya
koymaktadir. Kitapta, Vietnam’da savas esiri sorgulayicisi olarak gérev yapmis eski Amerikan askeri
Peter Martinsen’in tanikligina yer verilmektedir. Martinsen, Amerikan birlikleri icerisinde yaygin
olan algiy1 sert bicimde elestirmis ve bu anlayisin Vietnamli kadinlari insan olarak degil,
nesnelestirilmis varliklar olarak gordiiglinii ifade etmistir. Barig aktivisti Dave Dellinger,
Martinsen’e Amerikan askerlerinin Vietnam kiiltiiriine, 6zellikle cenaze ritiielleri gibi geleneklere
iligkin anlayiglarinin olup olmadigin1 sordugunda, Martinsen su degerlendirmeyi yapmistir:
“Askerler agisindan Vietnamli kadinlarin ¢cogu zaman arkadaglik kurulan kisiler olarak goriildiigii ve
nesnelestirildigi belirtilmektedir.” Ancak Dellinger, bu yaklasimin cinsiyet¢i ve somiirgeci niteligini
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dogrudan tartismak yerine, tartismayir Vietnam halkinin Amerikalilara yonelik genel tutumuna
yonlendirmistir (Zaremberg ve Roggeband, 2025, s. 19).

Martinsen’in ifadeleri, savas siirecinde kadinlarin maruz kaldig1 somiiriiniin boyutlarin agik
bicimde ortaya koymaktadir. Bununla birlikte, Dellinger ve diger sorgulayicilar, taniklig1 toplumsal
cinsiyet perspektifinden degerlendirmek yerine daha ¢ok irk¢ilik ve kiiltiirel kibir gibi genel
meseleler iizerinde durmusglardir. Bu yaklasim, Martinsen’in Amerikan askeri kiiltiiriinde Vietnaml
kadinlarin insanliktan ¢ikarilmasi, cinsellestirilmesi ve somiiriilmesinin sistematik niteligine iligkin
kritik gozlemlerini goriinmez kilmistir. Martinsen’in ifadeleri, Vietnamli kadinlara yonelik cinsel
istismarin miinferit olaylardan ibaret olmadigini; yaygin ve yapisal bir sorun oldugunu agik bigimde
gostermektedir (Weaver, 2010, s. 50).

Komiinist sistemin temel silahli unsurlarindan biri olan gerilla savascilart icerisinde
kadnlarin rolii 6zellikle dikkat ¢ekicidir. Feminizm, komiinist siyasal ideolojinin kadinlar iizerindeki
etkisinin 6nemli bir itici unsuru olmustur. Barbara Alpern Engel ve Clifford N. Rosenthal, Five
Sisters adli calismalarinda Sovyet devrimi Oncesindeki kadin hareketleri iizerindeki bu etkiyi
incelemis; V. Figner, V. Zasulich, E. Kovalskala, P. Ivanovskaia ve O. Liubatoivch gibi kadinlarin
yasam Oykiilerini ele almistir. Caligma, komiinist ideolojinin toplum igerisinde yayilmasiyla birlikte
kadin dayanismasinin ortaya ¢ikisini vurgulamakta ve kadin gerillalarin silahli miicadele ile bombali
saldirilar gibi eylemlerde erkeklerle esit bicimde aktif rol aldigini gostermektedir (Engel ve
Rosenthal, 1992, ss. 10-13).

Vietnam Savasi baglaminda kadinlarin yalnizca cephe gerisinde destek gorevleri iistlendigi
yoniindeki algi 6nemli bir yanilgidir. Vietnamlhi kadinlar yalnizca lojistik destek ve ilk yardim
faaliyetlerinde degil, ayn1 zamanda gerilla saldirilar1 ve istihbarat operasyonlarinda da kritik roller
iistlenmistir. Giinliikk yasam igerisindeki siradan goriiniimleri, hizli orgiitlenme yetenekleri ve
Amerikan ordusunun toplumsal cinsiyet temelli kiiciimseyici yaklagimi, Vietnamli kadinlarin etkili
bigimde faaliyet gostermelerini saglamistir (Osborn, 2013, s. 154).

Vietnam’in savag alanindaki basarisina iliskin anlatilarda ¢ogu zaman geri planda kalan
kadinlarin katkilari, aslinda vazgecilmez bir nitelik tasimaktadir. Tarihsel olarak Vietnam’daki kadin
direnisinin kokenleri Cin isgaline karsi miicadele eden Trung Kiz Kardesleri donemine kadar
uzanmaktadir. Trung Tric’in esinin isyan nedeniyle idam edilmesinin ardindan kiz kardesler
Vietnam soylularim bir araya getirmis, 65 kaleyi ele gegirerek Trung Trac’i kralige ilan etmistir.
Ancak ii¢ yil sonra Cin kuvvetleri tarafindan yenilgiye ugratilmislardir. iki yiizyil sonra Triéu Au,
Cin’e kars1 1.000 kisilik bir orduyla miicadele etmis; ancak bu ayaklanma kisa siireli olmustur. Her
iki kadin liderin cesareti, Vietnam halki i¢in 6zgiirliik miicadelesinin sembollerine doniigmiistiir.

Daha sonraki donemde Viet Minh gerilla hareketi Fransiz somiirge yonetimine karsi
miicadele etmis ve 1954 yilinda zafer kazanarak Vietnam’in Kuzey ve Giliney olarak bolinmesine
yol agmugtir. Kisa siire sonra Kuzey ve Giiney Vietnam arasinda yeni bir ¢atigma baglamis; Amerika
Birlesik Devletleri Giliney Vietnam’1 desteklerken, Kuzey Vietnam bu miicadeleyi “Amerika’ya
Karg1 Direnis Savasi” olarak tanimlamig, ABD ise bu catismayr “Vietnam Savas1” olarak
adlandirmistir (Atwood, 2018, ss. Xii—Xiv).

Nguyén Thi Dinh, Vietham devriminin énde gelen kadin liderlerinden biridir. Esinin hapse
atilmasi ve hayatin1 kaybetmesinin ardindan direnise katilmis ve 25 yasinda Bén Tre Ayaklanmasi’na
liderlik etmistir. “Uzun Sagli Ordu”nun (Long-Haired Army) kurucusu olarak taninan Pinh,
kadinlarin savas igerisindeki aktif katilimimi savunmustur. 1974 yilinda tiimgeneral riitbesine
yiikselmis ve Saygon’un kurtarilmasinda énemli bir rol oynamistir. Ho Chi Minh’in kendisi, onun
hakkinda “Diinyada boyle bir kadin general yalnizca bizde vardir.” ifadesini kullanmustir.

1960 yilinda Bén Tre il Parti Komitesi, “Birlik ve Kararli Eylem” sloganiyla Dong Khoi
Hareketi’ni baglatmistir. Vietnam’1n ilk kadin gerilla komutan1 Nguyén Thi Dinh ve diger liderlerin

Turkish Studies, 21(O1)



Instruments of Asymmetric Warfare: Women, Tunnel Warfare, and Intelligence. .. 2039

onciiliigiinde Dinh Thuy, Phudc Hi¢p ve Binh Khanh bdlgelerinde baslayan ayaklanma kisa siirede
cevre bolgelere yayillmistir. Diigman kuvvetlerinin kdyleri yakmasi, yagmalama faaliyetleri
yliriitmesi ve sivillere yonelik siddet uygulamasi tizerine yaklasik 5.000 kadindan olusan “Uzun Sach
Ordu” adhi siyasi direnis hareketi orgiitlenmistir. Nguyén Thi Khao, kadin direnisinin
orgiitlenmesinde ve devrimci hareketin korunmasinda aktif rol oynamistir. Tiim baskilara ragmen
kadmlar devrimeci davaya destek vermeye devam etmistir (Thuc, ty.; Vietnamnet Global,
04.05.2020).

Bir Viet Cong gerillasi olan Tran Thi Ging, 1989 yilinda Morley Safer ile gerceklestirdigi
roportajda, gorevinin Amerikan askerlerini yakalamak ve onlar karargdha gotiirmek oldugunu
belirtmistir. Ozellikle bir Amerikan askerinden botlarin1 ¢ikarmasini istemesini anlatmas: dikkat
cekicidir: “Sanirim Amerikalilar bizim gibi ¢iplak ayakla yiiriimeye alisik degiller.” Bu ifade, Viet
Cong gerillalarinin kararliligini ve savasin zorluklarina karsi dayamkliligini géstermektedir. Aym
zamanda Amerikan birlikleri tizerinde fiziksel ve psikolojik iistiinlilk kurma c¢abasini da sembolize
etmektedir. Ciplak ayakla yiiriime vurgusu, gerillalarin dogal kosullara uyum saglama yetenegini ve
Amerikan askerlerinin bu zorlu ¢evresel sartlar karsisindaki kirilganligini ortaya koymaktadir (Haas,
1994, s. 10).

Vietnam’n tarihi sehri Hué’den gegen Parfiim Nehri (Perfume River), sonbahar déneminde
cevredeki meyve bahgelerinden diisen ¢igeklerin tasidigi hos kokular nedeniyle bu adi almistir. Bu
etkileyici dogal ortam, ayn1 zamanda ¢atigmanin erken dénemlerinde Viet Cong operasyonlarinin
daha az bilinen ancak stratejik agidan 6nemli bir unsuruna da ev sahipligi yapmistir. 1955-1960
yillar1 arasinda genellikle 18-20 yas araligindaki gen¢ kadinlar, nehir g¢evresindeki giinliik
faaliyetlere aktif bicimde katilmistir. Bu alan hem siradan sivil yagam igin bir ortii saglamis hem de
gizli orgiitlenme faaliyetleri i¢in stratejik bir ortam olusturmustur.

Bu baglamda kadin gerillalar, faaliyet gosterdikleri cografi alandan esinlenerek “Huwong
Nehri Birligi (Huwong River Squad)” adim verdikleri bir birlik olusturmustur. Karsilikli taninmay1
kolaylastirmak ve ayni zamanda toplumsal normlara uygun bir goriiniim saglamak amaciyla liyeler
genellikle geleneksel konik sapkalar kullanmigtir. Bu sapkalar hem kimlik gostergesi hem de
gizlenme araci olarak islev gormiistiir. Sivil goriiniim ile askerl amaglarin birlestirilmesi, savasan ve
savagmayan unsurlar arasindaki sinirlarin bilingli olarak bulaniklastirildigi asimetrik savasin temel
ozelliklerinden birini yansitmaktadir.

Huong Nehri Birligi’nin kadinlar1 yalnizca yardimer gorevlerle sinirli kalmamis; 6zellikle
Amerikan askerlerini hedef alan pusu operasyonlarinda aktif bigimde yer almistir. Bu operasyonlarda
ele gecirilen AR-15 tiifekleri gibi silahlar kullanarak uyum yeteneklerini ve taktik becerilerini
gostermislerdir. Zaman igerisinde operasyonel kapasiteleri gelismis ve diisman kuvvetlerinden ele
gecirilen roketatarlar gibi daha agir konvansiyonel silahlarin kullanimmi da igerecek sekilde
genislemistir. Boylece savas etkinlikleri onemli 6l¢iide artmugtir.

Aymi derecede Gnemli olan bir diger unsur, bu kadmlarm Hué ¢evresindeki genis yer alti
altyapisina entegre olmalaridir. Bolge, gizli hareket kabiliyeti ve stratejik sizma imkani saglayan
karmagik tiinel sistemleri ve saklanma alanlariyla karakterize edilmistir. Kadin Viet Cong unsurlari
yalnizca ylizey operasyonlarinda degil, ayn1 zamanda bu yer alti ortamlarinda da kritik roller
istlenmigtir. Gizli gecis noktalarinda gorev almis, iletisim ve ikmal siirekliliginin saglanmasina
katkida bulunmuslardir. Bu gizli alanlardaki varliklari, kadinlarin katiliminin ¢ok boyutlu niteligini
ortaya koymaktadir; zira kadinlar ayn1 anda savas, lojistik ve istihbarat gérevlerinde bulunmustur.

Mark Bowden’n belirttigi lizere (2017, ss. 104—114), bu kadinlarin faaliyetleri Viet Cong
savags anlayiginin temel stratejik mantigin1 gostermektedir: yerel cografyanin, toplumsal yapilarin ve
toplumsal cinsiyet beklentilerinin etkili bigimde kullanilmasi yoluyla konvansiyonel askeri
dezavantajlarin dengelenmesi. Bu agidan Huong Nehri Birligi, kadinlarin yalmizca ikincil aktorler
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olmadigini; aksine karmasik ve uyarlanabilir bir asimetrik savas sisteminin ayrilmaz unsurlari
oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir.

Komiinist ideolojinin silahli miicadele araci olarak gerilla savasinda kadinlarin rolii hem
tarihsel hem de ideolojik ag¢idan 6nemli bir konudur. Komiinist hareketler feminizmi yalnizca kadin
haklar1 ¢ercevesinde degil, ayni zamanda devrimci miicadelenin ayrilmaz bir unsuru olarak
degerlendirmistir. Vietnam Savasi baglaminda kadinlar yalnizca lojistik ve destek gorevleriyle sinirl
kalmamus; istihbarat faaliyetlerinde, pusularda ve gerilla operasyonlarinda aktif bicimde yer almistir.
Amerikan ordusunun toplumsal cinsiyet temelli tehdit algis1 ise Vietnamli kadinlarin savas icerisinde
goriinmez ancak etkili aktorler haline gelmesine katkida bulunmustur.

Nguyén Thi Pinh gibi 6nde gelen kadin liderler, kadinlarin devrim ve savas igerisindeki
rollerini goriiniir hale getirirken; “Uzun Sacli Ordu” gibi kadin orgiitlerinin kurulmasi, kadin
dayanismasinin ve kolektif direnigin somut bir 6rnegini olusturmustur. Bu durum, kadinlarin
Ozgiirlesmesinin sinif miicadelesiyle i¢ ice oldugunu savunan Marksist feminist yaklasimlari
destekleyen bir ornek olarak degerlendirilebilir. Ayrica Vietnamli kadinlarin savas alanindaki
dayanikliligi ve kararliligi hem fiziksel hem de psikolojik miicadelede kritik bir unsur olmus ve
savasin sonucuna dogrudan katki saglamigtir.

Marksist feminist perspektiften bakildiginda, Vietnamli kadinlar sémiirgeci ve toplumsal
cinsiyete dayali baskilara karsi direnisin On saflarinda yer almig; hem ulusal bagimsizlik
miicadelesinin hem de toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi arayisinin sembolleri haline gelmistir. Bu deneyim,
kadinlarin tarihsel ve politik aktorler olarak giiclenmesinin somut bir 6rnegini olusturmaktadir.

Sonug olarak, komiinist ideolojinin kadinlar {izerindeki etkisi ve kadin gerillalarin aktif
katilimi hem savas stratejilerinde hem de toplumsal dayanigmanin olusumunda hayati bir rol
oynamistir. Vietnamli kadinlarin savasgi kimlikleri ve direnis sembolleri olarak tistlendikleri roller,
zaferin elde edilmesinde belirleyici unsurlardan biri olmustur. Tran Thi Gimg’iin tanikhig1, kadin
gerillalarin kararlilign ve psikolojik iistiinliik kurmaya yonelik stratejileri agisindan 6zel bir dnem
tasimaktadir.

Sonug¢

Ho Chi Minh’in giivenlik doktrini, temelde Vietnam’in yabanci isgallerle sekillenen tarihsel
deneyimleri ve Sovyet entelektiiel gelenegi igerisinde olusan ideolojik yapilanmasi tarafindan
belirlenmistir. Japonya, Fransa ve Amerika Birlesik Devletleri tarafindan gerceklestirilen isgaller,
Ho Chi Minh’in siyasal bilinci bir direnis stratejisi olarak kavramsallastirmasina neden olmustur.
Komiinizmi yalnizca soyut bir ideolojik ¢ergeve olarak ele almak yerine, onu toplumsal seferberlik,
orgiitlenme ve devrimci savas i¢in pratik bir ara¢ haline getirmistir. Bu dogrultuda ideolojik egitim,
devrimci siirecin merkezi unsurlarindan biri olmus; niifusun yalnizca milliyet¢i degil, sinifsal temelli
bir sdylem {izerinden siyasal olarak bilinglendirilmesini saglamistir.

Bu baglamda Vietnam Komiinist hareketi, toplumun devrimci miicadeleye dahil edilmesini
kolaylastiran Konfii¢yiiscii kokenli “ulus-ordu” (nation-army) anlayisiyla giiclendirilmis belirgin bir
enternasyonalist yonelim benimsemistir. Ho Chi Minh’in koyliileri ve siradan vatandaslar1 devrimei
giictin temel kaynagi olarak gérmesi, Vietnam’in glivenlik stratejisinin ideoloji, toplumsal seferberlik
ve silahl1 direnisin sistematik bigimde birlestirilmesine dayandigini gdstermektedir. Bu stratejik
sentez, giiniimiiz Vietnam giivenlik diislincesini de sekillendirmeye devam etmektedir.

Bu calisma, Viet Cong’un asimetrik savagindaki etkinligin yalnizca askeri taktiklerle
yeterince agiklanamayacagini savunmaktadir. Bunun yerine Vietnam Ornegi, devrimci savasin,
toplumsal seferberligin belirleyici unsur oldugu biitiinlesmis bir sosyo-politik ve istihbarat temelli
sistem olarak isledigini gostermektedir. Bu ¢ergevede kadinlar, yalnizca destekleyici unsurlar olarak
degil; Viet Cong’un operasyonel siirdiiriilebilirligi ve stratejik etkinligi agisindan merkezi aktorler
olarak ortaya ¢ikmigtir. Kadimnlarin katilimi; istihbarat, lojistik, propaganda ve dogrudan catigma
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alanlarinda es zamanl olarak gerceklesmis ve boylece sivil ile askeri alanlar arasindaki geleneksel
ayrimlari bulaniklagtirmistir.

“Huong Nehri Birligi” (Huong River Squad) 6rnegi, asimetrik savasin toplumsal kimliklerin
askeri operasyonlara stratejik bicimde entegre edilmesine nasil dayandigini gostermektedir. Kadin
gerillalar, siradan sivil yasamin igerisinde varliklarimi stirdiiriirken ayn1 zamanda gizli ve silahl
faaliyetler yiiriitmiis; boylece giinliikk yasam alanlarin1 operasyonel ortamlara doniistiirmiistiir. Hem
kirsal hem de kentsel alanlarda fark edilmeden hareket edebilme yetenekleri, istihbarat toplama,
iletisim ve operasyonel koordinasyon agisindan dnemli avantajlar saglamistir. Ayrica kadinlarin
lojistik faaliyetlerde, tiinel sistemlerinde ve ideolojik seferberlik siireclerinde iistlendikleri roller,
uzun siireli catisma kosullarinda gerilla savasinin devamliligini ve dayanikliligini giiclendirmistir.

Teorik acidan bu ¢alisma, Viet Cong’un basarisinin yalnizca askerl uyum kapasitesinden
degil, toplumun istihbarat merkezli bir giivenlik yapisi icerisinde kurumsallagsmis bi¢cimde seferber
edilmesinden kaynaklandigini ortaya koyarak asimetrik savas literatiiriine katki saglamaktadir.
Ozellikle Vietnam deneyimi, kadinlarm devrimci savasa dahil edilmesinin asimetrik catismalarin
operasyonel derinligini, esnekligini ve siirdiiriilebilirligini 6nemli dlglide artirdigimi géstermektedir.

Marksist feminist perspektiften degerlendirildiginde Vietnam o6rnegi, yalmizca ulusal
kurtulus miicadelesinin bir 6rnegi degil; ayn1 zamanda devrimci savas igerisinde toplumsal cinsiyet
rollerinin doniisiimiinii gosteren bir siirectir. Kadinlar ayn1 anda savasci, istihbarat gorevlisi, lojistik
destek unsuru ve siyasal seferberlik aktorii olarak gorev yapmis; boylece Viet Cong direnisinin daha
genis yapisinin vazgecilmez unsurlarindan biri haline gelmistir.

Sonu¢ olarak Vietnam modeli, asimetrik savasin stratejik etkinlige ancak askeri
operasyonlarin ideolojik mesruiyet, istihbarat koordinasyonu ve toplumsal katilimi kapsayan daha
genis bir sistem igerisine yerlestirilmesiyle ulasabilecegini gdstermektedir. Viet Cong deneyimi,
devrimci hareketlerin yapisal asimetri kosullarinda toplumsal 6rgiitlenmeyi uzun vadeli stratejik
kapasiteye nasil donistiirebildigini anlamak agisindan 6nemli bir teorik gerceve sunmaktadir.
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